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The Eye o
The Cream

John Chapter Three: The Heart of the Matter

shopkeeper challenged
A a man to read the third
chapter of the Gospel off
John seven times. It was a chan(
encounter that turned briefly tg
spiritual matters. The man left thg
shop, went home, and fulfilled th
reading challenge. When he dig
the Holy Spirit transformed him
and saved him.
Seldom do | challenge anyong
with that specific reading
assignment, but sometimes | do.
sounds kind of “spooky” and quasi
spiritual. But, when a person see
to be seeking, | believe John chapte
three reveals God in a most powerfu
way.

Surely this chapter is one of the mo

read passages in the entire Bibl
Certainly John 3:16 is the most quoted
all Bible verses. John the Apostls
himself, says that the things he writes

this gospel are written “so that men mayvithout knowing what he does?” (Jo

believe that Jesus is the Son of God &
in believing have eternal life.” (Joh
20:30)

Nicodemus comes by night

Here is a powerful man, a member of t
highest Jewish ruling body. He came
Jesus deferentially, seeking an audier
by night to size up the new prophg
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f the Tiger
of the Fight

siNicodemus seems to be a man of g
feintention. We know he later challeng
afhe other rulers when they plotted to ta
b Jesus’ life. Nicodemus said, “Do we n(g
ijudge a man without hearing him a

nti51) Nicodemus also helped Joseph
nArimathaea embalm Jesus’ body after
crucifixion.

hehe 100 pounds of spices to wrap amid
tdnen shroud.

dée challenge

tBut when Nicodemus came to Jesus

www.mazeministry.com

Joseph provided Christs
tomb, but it was Nicodemus who broug iy

When is it OK

ne of my old Navy buddies

fo judge?
recently renewed his walk with

O Christ. He isiin a great, growing

church in Las Vegas. He knows I'm
sincerely interest in the well-being of the
Mormon people. Still, like so many
Christians he does not regularly encounter
the seamier side of Mormonism, so itisn’t
so easy for him to describe the Mormon
religion in the stark terms | do.

The outward trappings of the Mormon
religion and the heavy-hitting Mormon PR
campaign often obscures what is really
going on in Mormondom. Unless the flap
is lifted, people cannot see the wild events
going on inside the Mormon tent. Because
my friend knows and trusts me, he is

Continued on page 3

The Trinity

his is a letter | recently addressed
to a young Mormon missionary |
have been emailing.
ron,
Itis true that the doctrine of the Trinity
not easy to get our minds around. But
ecause it is complex, does not mean it is
rong. God makes Himself known to us
hgainly and simply, but He is not plain and
simple. You can describe the systems of
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H Boeing 747 in simple terms, but it would
ths‘:J‘iII take many volumes and years of study
to know it fully. So it is with God.

| wish you were in a place | where
ar?(?u'd send you my two tape series on the

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 4



...The Eye of the Tiger

inquired into his prophetic nature, Jeg
immediately challenged him. “You mu
be born again!” he said. Jesus is alm
rude in his abrupt confrontation. H
speaks forcefully, almost with the sar
intensity and zeal that he expressed w
he turned over the moneychangers’ tal
in the temple. There is no wiggle rog
here for Nicodemus.

When Nicodemus express
confusion—"Must | reenter my mother
womb?"—Jesus tells him about a spiritt
birth that is so powerful and g
encompassing that it can only
compared to being buffeted in
windstorm. The wind of the Spirit comé
fromwherever and gode wherever, but
the newly born believer is unable
discern its purpose. He is simply carri
along by the spiritual breath of God. |
has entered, as the Prophet Ezekiel g
water so deep he could no longer swirn
it. (Ezk 47:5)

The heart of the gospel
The new birth is an experience, no
theology. The theology comes alo

StNicodemus remained unspiritual

to flesh, but spirit gives birth to spirit
uglohn 3:6)

odtlow can these things be?” Nicodem
easked. Not, “Give me this water so tha
hehall thirst no more,” as the Samarit
navoman asked. Not, “Even dogs ¢
lesumbs that fall from the master’s table
nmas the Syrophoenician woman said. B
“How can all this be true?”
bs  The Christ experience always elici
sa response of some kind. Those who
atonfronted with the message of Chr
ocannot help but be affected by it. Hg
hdhey respond to it is another matter.
a Nevertheless, in our war against t
bgpower of darkness, a close encounte
the best kind is in the challenge, “Mary
tonot, you must be born again!” One of
edriends, the late Bob Klein, was very bg
Hén this regard. He was forever saying
ajoeople, “You must be born again.” Th

As an amateur theologian, | love

iguestion goes to the heart of the battlg.

"a three piece suit. Jesus walked over to
the machine and dropped in two quarters,
the juice came out, and Jesus went back
Lsip the escalator.
it |  The young man said he had that dream
pover and over but he could never figure
ebut what it meant. Then, after he was born
,again, he knew exactly what it meant. |
ubave told his story all over the country.
Those who are born again get it, those who
t@re not born again do not get it. And | say
ate the audience, “If you don’t understand
ghe dream, I’'m not going to tell you what
vit means.” | don't tell them because you
can't really get the significance of it until
hgou are born again.

of As we encounter the lost, | think it is
eh good idea to remember the encounter
hyesus had with Nicodemus. The old Jew
ldvanted to have a religious discussion;
tdesus wanted him to be born again.
is B
A Letter from

h

L

discuss the great doctrines of the Chu
&uch discussions are an important pa
ngvangelism. Comparing truth with err

afterward in an attempt to describe {hés a fundamental role for ministers of t

experience.

The Apostle Paul described h
experience on the road to Damascus
an apocalypse! (Gal. 1:16) “God revea
(unveiled, manifested) his Son in mg

The Apostle John used the same word ennedy Evangelism question “Wh

describehis experience on the Isle (
Patmos when Jesus appeared to hin
glorious vision and commanded him
pen the Book of Revelation (also knoy
as the Apocalypse of John).
Someone has called the New Bi
“The Christ Experience.” It is a radic
unveiling of Jesus to the believer.

radical as the unveiling of Jesus to theonverted to Christ from Mormonism to

Woman at the Well of John, chapter fo
“Sir! | perceive you are a prophet!”

Or as radical as the unveiling
Nathanael—“Rabbi, thou art the Son
God; thou art the King of Israel!” Q
Thomas—"My Lord and my God!”
The spirit vs. the flesh

The born again experience is, as

Gospel of John succinctly records, théis sins and he knew he wanted the gr

birthing of a new nature inside the hum
being. Now he has two natures—a fles
nature, born of the water and a spirit
nature born from above: “Flesh gives bi

asyone who is born again knows
ednyone who is not will stammer at th
'guestion. It is much like the gre

fwould you say to St. Peter to get y
N through the gates of heaven?” People V
tare not born again cannot answer t

can answer it and will answer it the sa
tiway every time.
hIThe grape juice dream
\sears ago a young man who h

gospel. Nevertheless, the question “Ar
isyou born again?” cuts to the bone

viguestion. Every one who is born agai

ch my web site

Dffello:
[1 accidently discovered this site whe
bwas looking for some information g
@etting sealed in the temple. | am ngt a
-memeber in the Church of Jesus Chyist
of Latter-Day Saints. But just looking for
some information. | read Beyond Md
monism online here...It just about made
me cry... [After dating a Mormon girl..|]
Ushe asked me to take the Mormon njis-
heionary disscussions. | have finished
pthem all, have been to church a fgw
ltimes, and gotten to learn a lot. It is pp
&0 me if | want to be baptized. | alreagly
knew that there were some things wrgng
with this church. But being there and
jseeing everyone just made me blin
guess. | just wanted to believe so much
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)imy church congregation about a recurr
dream he had while on his Mormg

ofo bed feeling a burden of sin. “I knew
rwas in my sins,” he said. And every nig
he had the same dream in which he st
looking at a can of grape juice insidg
heoda pop machine. He knew he was

ajuice. The problem was he had no mor
nlto buy it. At that time, he said, he sé
lalesus coming down an escalator wea

omission. He said that every night he w¢

hat it was true so | could be with he

But after finding this site and reagl-
Ming that book, it underscored in my mind
the things that are wrong. I'm just stuck
htright now...I don't know what I'm goin
DO do. | don't know if | can find the right
Avay to say it without crying. | kno
that we have come really close |to
D€achother now. It's going to be re
Yhard to tell her that | won't be able [to
Wjoin! ....I had a question to ask, | dop't
IM@now if people reply to these e-mails,
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but | was wondering what church [is




...When is it OK to Judge

willing to take a peek.

Christians are basically possesse
good will and tolerance; they are certai
not looking for a fight. | have discover

they will only invest energy into a battle
with Mormonism if they understand—as
| do—that it is an evil alternative to the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, a system that bi
its people with heavy burdens.

To the uninitiated, Mormonis
appears harmless, if not downrigjaod!
The outward trappings of the gre
American religion headquartered in S
Lake City impresses the cas
investigator.
dressed, radiate order and peace.

inhabit homes lining broad, tree-li Ssinners.” I am not less of a sinner because reason. Things justre! Don't try to

boulevards in sleepy Mormon town
situated in lush Utah. Happy Valley US
Tolerance

Tolerance is an overworked wo
today. We—rightly—abhor intoleranc
both racial and religious. We underst
that people are free to believe whate

they want to as long as it doesn’t threafen

their neighbors. That is the American w

and a tenant of the American dream.
But religious freedom does not me

that the ideas we hold dear cannot

challenged from the outside. We canng
use the concept of tolerance to stop|us

from speaking out on religious beliefs
practices that are harmful to people. #
example, we cannot allow the bigot

to go unchallenged.

Likewise, Bible-believing Christian
have a right to speak out against religiq
ideas which challenge the revelation

God in the Bible. We challenge abortign

gay sex, and adultery, for example, e\

Mormon families, neatly,

though the American justice syste
protects these activities. We challer
t}n?ese practices and ideas, not as unla
? the eyes of the state, but as unlawfu
he eyes of God. We tolerate the prac
of the ideas in the sense that we do

take up arms to stop them, but we do
to go unchallengs
intellectually. We speak out against thg
é:?e try to influence people to give up the

allow them

letters to the editor against the idea of
nd lesbian marriage, and we coun
Eeople to be sexually pure.

I do not judge gays and lesbians in
a%ense of pronouncing them evil.
President Bush recently said (and
&iticized for saying it) “We are a

| do not engage in homosexual activiti
1am a sinner. Paul said he was the ¢

sin.
n’ So, we do not judge sinners. But

8r0 attempt to show them where they
/?Nrong so that they can change. Jesus

t ... God sent not his Son into the world

through him might be saved. He tf
elieveth on him is not condemned:
tﬁwe that believeth not is condemn

'A% ready...(John 3:17-18)

sl

?Bf telling them where they are wrong
Fneir conduct or beliefs, we are n

1%

condemned. We are simply pointing ¢
| how they need to adjust their conduct
’ubseliefs to please God.

OIselcﬁivism
Moreover, America is in the grip of th
elQeIativism and Postmodernism. The

0]
ideas of the Ku Klux Klan or neoNazism ondemning them—they are aIreaLi

nforces threaten to extinguish evangelism
g| America. Relativism is a philosophical

vitiewpoint that says truth is impossible to
| idescribe. Truth is dependent upon
ig@rcumstances. Murder is not murder if
ntte human being killed is a fetus and the
none killing it (or authorizing its murder)

dis the mother of the fetus. But, as 21-year-
nmold Robert Anthony Davis discovered, if

sgou are not the mother, you can be

ideas. We picket abortion clinics, writeconvicted of first-degree murder for killing

jaay fetus. He shot a pregnant woman in a

sebnvenience store holdup. The woman
lived, but the fetus died.

he Postmodernism says that we can no

\donger describe the world in logical terms.

aBhere is no way to unscramble the myriad

| events occurring in the world to find order

pgnake sense out of them. So, for heaven'’s
nishke, don't think that you can tell anyone

dpf sinners. And yet Paul preached agajnstse they are wrong about anything!

It is true that the Bible says “Judge
vaeot lest you be judged.” (Matt. 7:1) We
arehould never judge others as less than
bandirselves. We should never look down
ton anyone. We should never be haughty.

aXondemn the world; but that the worldn fact, the Bible says, “... in lowliness of

amind let each [person] esteem others better

buhan themselves (Php. 2:3)

ed Butthe Bible also says the saints shall
“judge the world.” (I Cor 6:2) And we

When we judge people, in the sensare told that our judgement should be

irrighteous judgement:
t Judge not according to the
y appearance, but judge righteous
ut judgment. (John 7:24)
@Bo We had better learn to judge
A lot of damage has been done to
evangelism by the misunderstanding about
our role in judging the beliefs of others.
eMy friend, the late Dr. Walter Martin, was
siond of saying “The cults are the unpaid
bills of the Church.” He meant that cults

...Letter from a Missionary
James Spencer with. | was hoping to f
some comfort with Christ...

Thanks for your time...

Eric
Eric,

God you were able to see through 1
Maze of Mormonism. Although, yo
may not be out of the woods yet.

I do hope you can get plugged in

|

some good teaching. What churches h
90u attended in the past? Do you kn
any Christian pastors or Christians fr¢
school that you can talk to.

your faith. That will take time. But, be

If you send me your postal mailing

he

Haddress, | will send you an informati
pack, a couple of tracts, and a couplg
(®amphlets. Keep me posted,

a good, Bible-believing church and get

What you need to do is to develpfy

LeXist because the Body of Christ is
hikeluctant to expose them.

m | receive letter after letter from
weeping parents who have lost their
hghildren to the cults because theyd the
_pastor and leaders of their churdailed

to warn their children about the errors of
Mormonism and other false religious
systems.

of When will we learn that righteous
judgement is not the same as being

Jim Spencer [ |

“judgemental?’|l] — Page 3 —




...The Trinity

Trinity. | will try, as | have time, to
it onto the Internet.

Having said that, let me introduce yq
to the Trinity. To understand this doctrim%od, and that everything else is a creat
you must be willing to believe what th
Bible itself says, not what someosays

it says.

We need to read the Bible from fro
to back. We must understand that Gog\q
has a purpose in giving us the Bib

the Lord, and there is no other.

(Isaiah 45:5-6).

To understand the nature of God,
first must understand that in all th
Wniverse there is but one, self-existe

loag

of the Old Testament and the beginni
of understanding the New Testame
anly after we understand that there is |
e God can we begin to approach
Erevelation of the New Testament.

Although it came through many people
over more than a thousand years, the f‘?at
a unity to it because it actually comes frgm
God Himself.

"Who is both One and Three, we often redo
his infinity to fit with in our finite minds.
V@Ve do this either by rejecting the Old
€Testament Revelation of His Oneness, or
By rejecting the New Testament revelation
@F His Threeness. Cults take one of those

€f this One God. That is the bottom linewo options.

g But to those who declare what the
Bible declares even though they do not
itlly understand it, there is but one
h&cceptable statement of faith: “There is
One God Who eternally exists in Three

In the New Testament we indeed fifgbersons; Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

God appears in three Persons: Fa

her Mormons scoff at this great revelation

of God'’s grandness. They mock it

The doctrine of the Trinity is|  JimM’
based on two revelations. Th
revelation of His Unity in the Old
Testament and His Trinity in the
New.

The main purpose of the Olg
Testament is to call people awa
from the belief in—and worship
of—many gods. “You go whoring
on every high hill and under every
green tree after false gods,” H
says. He gives us the Firs
Commandment (Deut. 6:4) “ Hear,
O Israel: The LORD our God [is]

s Speaking Schedule

see hitp://www.mazeministry.com

* (Most) Every Wednesday Night—Meridian As-
sembly of God, Meridian, Idaho

7:00 PM 1830 N. Linder Rd., Meridian Idaho, 208-
888-0063
* Friday—Saturday, Sep 26-27, Idaho Falls, ID,
First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 455 W.
Sunnyside Rd.,
a.m., 208-529-4082
*Sunday AM/PM, Sep 28, Meridian, ID
Treasure Valley Worship Center, 50 W.
Spicewood, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 208-887-0801
(1/4 mile north of Cherry Lane on Meridian Rd.)
*Sunday-Tuesday, Nov 16-18, Richland,

Friday 7:00 p.m., Saturday

(or did when | was a Mormon) in
the temple ceremony, as they mock
Christianity during the Manti
pageant singing “At the cross, at
the cross, where | first saw the light
and the burden of my sin rolled
away...” as though that hymn
depicted the silliness of trusting
Christ alone for forgiveness.
When | was in the Navy, | was a
radar technician. | fixed radars.
But | never knew how electricity
worked. | thought “the electrons
move down the wire from positive

10

one LORD:” And He gives us all
the Isaiah verses:
“You are my witnesses,”
declares the Lord, “and my
servant whom | have chosen

Drive, 50

WA Richland Assembly of God, 1110 Stevens

9-943-2636

*Sunday—Wednesday, January 11-14, Port An-

to negative.” But a nuclear scientist
told me, “Actually, the holes
betweerthe electrons move.” So,

geles, WA, Lighthouse Christian Center, 304
Viewcrest Ave., 360-452-8909

you see, | never understood it. But
that never prevented me from

so that you may know an
believe me and understand that | &
he. Before me no god was formed,
will there be one after me. I, even
am the Lord, and apart from me the
is no savior”(Isaiah 43:10-11).

L

turning on the lights.
The Trinity is simply stating

"Bon; and Holy Spirit. All three of theSeeverything God revealed about Himself in
'Bersons possess all the attributes of Gagle Bible. But the cults can’t submit to

So what do we do with thethat kind of simple obedience. So they

This is what the Lord says

Israel’'s King and Redeemer, the Lo q

Almighty: | am the first and | am th
last; apart from me there is no Go
Who then is like me? Let him proclai
it (Isaiah 44:6-7).

“You are my witnesses. Is the
any God besides me? No, there is
other Rock; | know not ong(lsaiah
44:8).

“I am the Lord, and there is n
other, apart from me there is n
God... so that from the rising of th
sun to the place of its setting men
know there is none besides me. |

"Mormons do) and say there are three G
[Rand if three why not four, and if four wh
Pnot me?). But we can't do that.
. Or, we can take the route of th
Mynitarians and say there is only one G
but sometimes He appears as the Fat
&ometimes as the Son, or sometimes as
NGoly Spirit. But that won't work eithe
because the New Testament declares

do we do with the New Testame
revelation of the full Godhood of Jesu
&he Father, and the Holy Spirit? Since

Pan't easily wrap our minds around a G
Am

finformation? We can either jettison thenake up something. For me, | would
revelation of the Old Testament (

$ather say what the Bible says even if |
DESN’t understand it, rather than make up
Ysomething the Bible does not say, just so |
canunderstand it.

€ Again Aaron, | advise you to listen,
Dot only to what Mormons tell you, but to
hefink outside the box and ask yourself if
#lEof the great minds of Christianity have
come to love and believe in the Trinitarian
If@bd of the Bible just because some priest

Jesus, being fully God, is Eternal. Sowhag|d them to believe it. That is not the

tase.

S, Even if you can't get a hold on the
VErinity, at least, do not fall for the lie that
Dehere are many Gods in the Universe.
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