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Where did Mormon Polygamy Come From?

Joseph Smith's Promiscuity

Introduction

Joseph Smith's sexual promiscuity could not have been a secret to his wife
Emma, but she did not know the extent of it. Smith, the founder of Mormon
ism, finally admitted to her that he had several plural wives. This was just a
year before he was murdered.

Smith had been adulterous from the earliest days of Mormonism. We know
for certain that he took Fannie Alger—a 17-year-old—to wife in 1833 even
though he was married to Emma at the time. Outsiders simply cannot unde
stand how Smith could justify practicing polygamy when, in 1830, he had
"translated" the Book of Mormon, which clearly condemns it.

Book of Mormon reference
(See timeline of polygamy)

Smith bedded young women by telling them that God wanted them to be-
come his secret wives. Keeping such a secret proved impossible. Finally,
Emma confronted him.
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oseph Smith's sexual promiscuity could not have been a secret to his wife, Emma, but she did not ki

extent of it. Smith, the founder of Mormonism, finally admitted to her that he had several plural w

This was just a year before he was murdered.

Smith had been adulterous from the earliest days of Mormonism. We know for certain that he took |
Alger—a 17-year-old—to wife in 1833 even though he was married to Emma at the time. Outsiders ¢
cannot understand how Smith could justify practicing polygamy when, in 1830, he had "translated" the
of Mormon, which clearly condemns it.

See Book of Mormon reference | See timeline of polygamy
Smith bedded young women by telling them that God wanted them to become his secret wives. Keeping such a secre
impossible. Finally, Emma confronted him.

His response was to "get a revelation from God"—Section 132 of The Doctrine and Covenants, Mormon Scripture
according to the revelation, not only told him polygamy was OK, but if Emma didn't go along with it, "she would be destrt

He shared the revelation with several of his high-level followers, bringing them into the practice of polygamy. Many
leaders rejected the idea and were forced out of the Church.

The last year of his life was a stormy one. Rumors of "spiritual wifeism" split the community of Latter-day Saints.
culminated in June of 1844 when William Law (a former Counselor to Smith) published "The Nauvoo Expositor," on Jur
This was the first and only edition of the paper, and in it Law exposed the practice of plural marriage in Nauvoo. Hesato ¢
the underground teaching of multiple gods. Smith, both mayor of Nauvoo and General of the Nauvoo Legion, ordered Lav
destroyed and thrown in the Mississippi River.

Things quickly unraveled for Smith after the destruction of "The Expositor." The governor of lllinois personally car
Nauvoo in an attempt to mitigate the growing hostility between the Mormons and the surrounding Illinoisans. Smith gave
into Illinois custody, having the governor's promise of safe custody. That custody, however, was not safe. An angry cealvd
the jail at Carthage, lllinois, where Smith and his brother Hyram (and John Taylor, a counselor to Smith) were incareerat
two Smith's were killed; Taylor narrowly escaped death. Later Taylor, as President of the Church in Utah (succeeding E
Young) would be the last President of the Church to publicly defend polygamy, saying he would rather have his hand cut
to sign a statement denouncing the practice.

Section 132 is typical of the way Smith often "got revelations" from God when necessary. Mormon Presidents still doBat. |
at the height of civil rights enthusiasm, blacks picketed BYU, decrying Mormon racism. The president of the Church, Spe!
Kimball, received a revelation saying that blacks could now hold the priesthood. For 150 years, Blacks were told they c
hold the Mormon Priesthood until all other races had full opportunity to do so. Blacks were to be last. But Kimball cépitul:
political pressure and "got a revelation" that the time "had now come for blacks."

In Section 132 of The Doctrine and Covenants, Joseph Smith says God told him it was OK to have several wives—an
was OK. Although the Mormon Church publicly states that it has "given up polygamy," that is not true. Section 132 pre
"new and everlasting covenant, and no one can reject it and be saved.”" Mormons generally understand that polygamylis tl
order and will be practiced throughout the heavenly realms; it is merely temporarily suspended on earth, now.

This "revelation," like so many others produced by Joseph Smith, is nearly impossible for outsiders to read, and itis dif
for the uninitiated—to understand. Encoded in it are very clear instructions for Smith's followers. In an attempt do unlc
contorted reasoning of this piece, | have added

More information on this subject can be found online at: www.mazeministry.com
You can request a free informaion pakcet there.
Or by calling 1-800-871-7120
or by writing

Through the Maze
Box 8656
Boise, ID 83707



Section 132 of the Doctrine and Covenants

With notes and commentary
Section 132

Date: July 12, 1843
Place: Nauvoo, lllinois
To: Joseph Smith

Notes Text

The purpose of this “revelg- 1 Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you my servant Joseph, that inasmuch as you have ing
tion” was tqustify polygamy| my hand to know and understand wheieiime Lord, justified my servants Abraham, Isaa
to Joseph Smith’'s wifg, and Jacob, as also Moses, David and Solomon, my servants, as touching the princ
Emma, and to others of hisdoctrineof their having many wives and concubines—

uired o
C,
iple an

inner circle from who h 2 Behold, and lo, | am the Lord thy God, and will answer thee as touching this matter.
could no longer hide hi 3 Therefore, prepare thy heart to receive and obey the instructions which | am gbout to
sexual promiscuity. give unto you; for all those who have this law revealed unto them must obey the same
4 For behold, | reveal unto you a new ancegerlastingcovenantand if ye abide not that
Immediately, covenant, then ae ye damned:for no one can eject this covenant and be permitted tq
we see how enter into my glory.
. rtant 5 For all who will have a blessing at my hands shall abide the law which was ap-
|mpo an pointed for that blessing, and the conditions thereof, as were instituted from before the founda-
Smith needs tion of the world.
this revelation 6 And as pertaining to thew and everlasting covenant, it was instituted for the fulpess
to be of my glory; anche that receiveth a fulness thergufst and shall abide the lagv he shall be

damned, saith the Lord God.

Here God says that all conf 7 And verily | say unto you, that the conditions of this law are these: All covenants
tracts end with death, unless  tracts, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows, performances, connections, associations, o
such agreements are sealgd tations, that are not made and entered into and sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise
by one having the special  who is anointed, both as well for time and for all eternity, and that too most holy, by r

192}

power to do that.]oi'gh tion and commandment through the medium of mine anointed, whom | have appoir
Smith has that power—hg the earth to hold thisower (and | have appointed unto my servant Joseph to hold this
the only onewho has that| nthe last days, and there is never but one on the earth at a time on whom this powe

power Only one person on|  keys of this priesthood are conferred), are of no efficacy, virtue, or force in and af
the earth has_that priesthoo resurrection from the dead; for all contracts that are not made unto this end have
at any given time. when men are dead.

[®X

Verses 8-14 simply add up 8 Behold, mine house is a house of order, saith the Lord God, and not a house of co
to: “You better believe me! 9 Will I accept of an offering, saith the Lord, that is not made in my name?
10 Or will | receive at your hands that which | have not appointed?

11 And will I appoint unto you, saith the Lord, except it be by law, even as | ar]
Father ordained unto you, before the world was?
12 | am the Lord thy God; and | give unto you this commandment—that ng
shall come unto the Father but by me or by my word, which is my law, saith the Lor
13 And everything that is in the world, whether it be ordained of men, by thron
principalities, or powers, or things of name, whatsoever they may be, that are not b
by my word, saith the Lord, shall be thrown down, and shall not remain after men ars
neither in nor after the resurrection, saith the Lord your God.
14 For whatsoever things remain are by me; and whatsoever things are not
shall be shaken and destroyed
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If you are not mar-
ried according to
this new revela-
tion, when you die
you will remain
unmarried for eter
nity, and you will
be aservant to
those whado sub-
mit to this process.

And, you won't
become a God!

15 Therefore, if a man marry him a wife in the world, and he marry her not by merim

my word, and he covenant with her so long as he is in the world and she with hi

covenant and marriage are not of force when they are dead, and when they are o

world; therefore, they are not bound by any law when they are out of the world.
16 Therefore, when they are out of the world they neither marry nor are gi

, |
Uit

el

marriage; but are appointed angels in heaven, which angels are ministering servar

minister for those who are worthy of a far more, and an exceeding, and an eternal
of glory.
17 For these angels did not abide my law; therefore, they cannot be enlarg

W

ed

remain separately and singly, without exaltation, in their saved condition, to all etgrr

and from henceforth are not gods, but are angels of God forever and ever.

If your are not married
according to this new
plan, by Joseph Smith
(or his successor aftef

he dies)you will never
be able to marry in

heaven.

18 And again, verily | say unto you, if a man marry a wife, and make a covenant with her for t

and for all eternity, if that covenant is not by me or by my word, which is my law, and is not
by the Holy Spirit of promise, through him whom | have anointed and appointed unto this

BE
DO

then it is not valid neither of force when they are out of the world, because they are not jolne

me, saith the Lord, neither by my word; when they are out of the Wweoddnot be received there,
because the angels and the gods are appointed there, by whom they cannot pass; thegy

therefore, inherit my glory; for my house is a house of order, saith the Lord God.

If you are sealed in the new and
everlasting covenant, and if you ddg
not commit murder “to shed inno-
cent blood,” you shall be resur-
rected to inherit thrones, kingdoms
principalities, and powers, [and]
dominions. You will also procre-
ate eternallyAnd, you will be
Gods!

Since these “sealed” marriages ar
in full force in the next lifeall a
man’s plural wives will be with him
in heavenFrom this idea springs
the Mormon theology that men will
procreate eternally with they plu-
ral wives, and thereby populate
their own worlds

D

19 And again, verily | say unto yoifi,a man marry a wife by my word, which is m

law, and by the new and everlasting covenant, and it is sealed unto them by the |

Spirit of promise, by him who is anointed, unto whom | have appointed this powsg

the keys of this priesthood; aitghall be said unto them-¥e shall come forth in the
first resurrection; and if it be after the first resurrection, in the next resurrection;

shall inherit thrones, kingdoms, principalities, and powers, dominions, all heighf
depths— then shall it be written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, that he shall comn]

murder whereby to shed innocent blood, and if ye abide in my covenant, and cpn

no murder whereby to shed innocent blood, it shall be done unto them in all
whatsoever my servant hath put upon thiertime, and through all eternity; and sh
be of full force when they are out of the world; and they shall pass by the ange
the gods, which are set there, to their exaltation and glory in all things, as hat
sealed upon their heads, which glory shall be a fulness and a continuation of th
forever and ever.

20Then shall they be gods, because they have no end; therefore shall
from everlasting to everlasting, because they contithen shall they be above a
because all things are subject unto th&hen shall they be gods, because thaye
all power, and theangels ae subject unto them.

\erses 21-25: You better believe

21 Verily, verily, | say unto you, except ye abide my law ye cannot attain to this

jlo

22 For strait is the gate, and narrow the way that leadeth unto the exaljta

and continuation of the lives, and few there be that find it, because ye receive
in the world neither do ye know me.

23 But if ye receive me in the world, then shall ye know me, and shall re
your exaltation; that where | am ye shall be also.

ME

Ce|

24 This is eternal lives—to know the only wise and true God, and Jesus Chi

whom he hath sent. | am Heeceive ye, therefore, my law

25 Broad is the gate, and wide the way that leadeth to the deaths; anc
there are that go in thereat, because they receive me not, neither do they abid
law.
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If you receive this new commandment, no matter26 Verily, verily, | say unto you, if a man marry a wife according to rlny

what you do in your lifeincluding committing

all manner of blasphemiegbut not murder) you
will still be resurrected to great glory and exalt
tion. Of course if youlo commit these sins, you
will be buffeted in the flesh and eventually di¢, yet they shall come forth in the first resurrection, and enter into t
but you will be exalted at deathbased solely
on the fact that you enteed into this new and

word, and they are sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, accordin
mine appointment, and he or she shall conamit sin or transgressior
h-of the new and everlasting covenant whateard all manner of blas-
phemies, and if they commit no murder wherein they shed innocent b

exaltation; but they shall be destroyed in the flesh, and shall be deli

unto the buffetings of Satan unto the day of redemption, saith the

everlasting covenant

God.

g to

ood,
neir

ered
| ord

Reiterates that shedding in
nocent blood after you hav
received this new com-
mandment damns you t
hell

27 The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, which shall not be forgiven in the world ng
of the world, is in that ye commit murder wherein ye shed innocent blood, and asser
my death, after ye have received my new and everlasting covenant, saith the Lord G
he that abideth not this law can in nowise enter into my glory, but shall be damned, s3
Lord.

r out

t unto
pd; and
ith the

God saying He is about to explai
this new commandment, whic
we know as “Celestial Marriage,
“Polygamy,” or—here in this
verse—"the law of my Holy
Priesthood.” God supposedly tol

Abraham he would continue crg-

ating seed after he died. An
Mormons can, as well.

Of course, Smith does not tell u
whereGod said Abraham would
continue creating seed “out of th

=}

jon

|®N

world.”

28 I am the Lord thy Gognd will give unto thee the law of my Holy Priesthood, as w
ordained by me and my Father before the world was.

29 Abraham received all things , whatsoever he received, by revelation
commandment, by my word, saith the Lord, and hath entered into his exaltatio
sitteth upon his throne.

30Abraham received promises concerning his seed, and of the fruit of his lo
from whose loins ye are, namely, my servant Josepinieh were to continue so long
as they were in the world; and as touching Abraham and his seed, out of the worl

as

and
n and

ns—

d they

should continueboth in the world and out of the world should they continue as innu-

merable as the stars; or, if ye were to count the sand upon the seashore ye cg
number them.

31This promise is yours also , because ye are of Abraham, and the promis
made unto Abraham; and by this law is the continuation of the works of my F&
wherein he glorifieth himself.

uld not

e was
ther,

First, God didhot commandibraham to take Hagar as a concubine. God never co

manded anyone to do that. God’s word from the beginning (as Jesus reminded

Matthew 19:8) is:

And the LORD God said, [It is] not good that the man should be alone; | will
make himan help meet for him....

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unt
wife: and they shall bene flesh (Gen. 2:18 & 24)

\It was Sarals dissatisfaction with her barrenness that caused hdetdHsfgar to her

N- 32 Go ye, therefore, armhh the
US Ivorks of Abraham; enter ye

into my lawand ye shall be
saved.

33 But if ye enter not into my
D higaw ye cannot receive thd
promise of my Father, which
he made unto Abraham.

husband; and it was Abraham'’s lack of faith in the promise of God that he would g
ceive a son, that caused him to accept Sarah’s offer.

The only other mention of Hagar in the Bible is found in Galatians, where the
Apostle Paul calls theon born of Hagar a child of the law,and theson born of
Sarah a child of freedom and promisePaul says this in the Book of Galatians, a boo
trying to get people to live by faith not law.

So Joseph Smith is wayfdfase when he says:

ON-34 God commandedAbra-
ham, and Sarah gave Hagar
to Abraham to wife. And why
did she do it"Because this
was the law;and from Hagar
sprang many people. This
therefore, was fulfilling,

K

1) that God commandékbraham to do this; and,

2) that it was fulfilling a promise.

ises.

among other things, the promf
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First, we repeat, God ditbt command Abraham to take Hagar. Smith is defending himse
As we stated earlier, the Book of Mormon specifically states that polygamy is an abom
tion, and the Biblenly sanctionsnonogamy. Christian leaders (as Smith purports to be) ar

under even more stringent biblical admonition:

A bishop [overseer in the Church] then must be blamefleshusband of one wife,

35 Was Abraham
therefore, under cont
demnation? Verily | say
unto you, Nay; forl,

the Lord, commanded
it.

-

na-

U

vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach; (1Ti 3:2)

Smith tells us that God, in this new revelation, is reversing Himself on His previous id
about polygamy. Just like He did when He told Abraham to murder his son Isaac, violaf

what He previously taught about murder.

Of course, God was simply testing Abraham, Hengidallow him to murder Isaac.
If this were a polygamy test, God would have stopped Smith before he actually comm

adultery.

Smith is trying to establish that this revelation about polygamy cannot be condemned
just because it is forbidden in other scripture. He attempts to use the case of Abraham andteousness.

Isaac to prove his point.

36 Abraham
was commanded to
offer his son Isaac;
nevertheless, it was
written: Thou shalt not
kill. Abraham, how-
ever, did not refuse,
and it was accounted
unto him for righ-

eas
ng

ted

Where is the proof that God ever commanded Abraham to take additional wjves37 Abraham received concubines, aj

or concubinesRbraham certainlgid take Hagar as a concubine, but God, just
certainly did not command it, nor did He condone it

These examplesand others like them (Abraham, Jacob, David, ar
Solomon)can not be used to gue that God condoned, or approved of, the
actions. Unfortunately, the Bible is full of accounts of men of God who sin; m
who commit adultery, murder, blaspheme, lust, lie, and disobey. In fact, we
hard pressed to firghywho do not fall into some major sin. That is the nature
man:

His heart is “...deceitful above all [things], and desperately wicked: w|

can know it?” (Jer 17:9)
It is true Godorgivessin, but that does not mean etendonest, even when He
leaves it unpunished.

There is no scriptural support for these lies. Smith is making this up.

But, since his followers thought he spoke routinely and directly to Gq
and accepted him as a living prophet, no one askedescripture recorded that
these men were commanded to do the things they did.

At this point Smith is claiming that the fornication and adultery of the
Old Testament leaders was the very reason they were exalted and why they v
be Gods!

S

d
r

en and Jacob did none other things t
arethat which they were commanded; a

Df

d,

5€

ouldf creation until this time; and in noth

In verse 38, Smith repeats these claims.

they bore him childrerand it was ac-
counted unto him for righteousnesgs

because they wez given unto him,

and he abode in my law; as Isaac

because they did none other thin
than that which they were co
manded, they have entered into th
exaltation, according to the promis
and sit upon thrones, and are not
gels but are gods.

38 David also received many wive:
and concubines, and also Solomon gr
Moses my servants, as also many gt
ers of my servants, from the beginnin

ing did they sin save in those thing:
which they received not of me.

No, no, no! The reference comes from 2 Samuel 12:9-11—

Wherefore hast thodespised the commandment of the LORD, to do eiih

his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sweandd hast taken his

39David’s wives and concubinefs
were given unto him of me, by the
hand of Nathan, my servant, af

wife [to be] thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammion.gihers of the prophets who had t

Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine hdagssause thou
hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife

Thus saith the LORD, Behold, | will raise up evil against thee out of thine
house, and will take thy wives before thine eyes. and give [them] unto thy cejved his portion; and he shall np

neighbourand he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun.

Nothing is said about Nathan giving David any wives! He is saying “the wives yo
wrongly—took, | will strip from you! I'll give them to someone else and they will lig

with them in front of you!”
—page 5—

keys of this power; and in no
of these things did he sin agains
me save in the case of Uriah a
his wife; and, therefore he hatt
PWHallen from his exaltation, and re

inherit them out of the world, fof
H— gave them unto another, saith
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do anything he wants.

appointment, and restore all thingsk what ye will, and it shall be given

This basically has God saying Joseph CTn 40 | am the Lord thy God, and | gave unto threg servant Joseph, an

unto you according to my word

These two verses say that if a woman sealed in the new covenant and commit%$l And as ye have askedncerning
adultery she will be “destroyed.” Apparently destruction is eternal damnatipn, adultery , verily, verily, | say unto you,

which isnotthe penalty if she commits adultérgforeshe is so sealed.

This is a way for Smith to persuade his male followers to accept this everlasting covenarand if she be with

new prophecy. It gives the men even more power over their wives.

Note: Smith and psychobabelThis passage (indeed, this whole propH
ecy) exhibits what | call the “blah, blah, blah” factor, a hallmark of these cultjsh committed adultery and shall be de

prophets. Baffling them with “baloney.” stroyed.
The Reverend M. T. Lamb writing—more than a century ago—in the 42 If she be not in the new and
The Golden Bible, illustrates Smith’s gift of psychobalmi.can read Lamb’s everlasting covenant, and she be with

book in its entirety online at www.mazeministry.com. Lamb’s treatment of tlhe another man, she has committed adul

issue of “Smith babel” is found in chapter one.

if a man receiveth a wife in the new and

[eXN

another man, and | have not appointe
unto her by the holy anointing, she hat

=

tery.

Nothing serves as a better example of “Smith babel” than verses 4- 43And if her husband be with another woman,

44. One new idedoessurface here: that Smith has the power to takg
a wife from her husband and give her to another man.

Smith actually exercised such power. But even worse, often

he would take, for himself, the wife of a faithful disciple simply by
telling him that “the Lord has given her to me—the prophet.
As | write this in 2004, the Prophet of the Fundamentalist

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, located in the twin towns
of Hildale, Utah and Colorado City, Arizona, has just ordered 20 men
to leave that community. The Prophet also ordered them to leave thei

homes (which the Church owrem)d their wives and childremyhom
the prophet assigned to other men.

r

and he was under a vow, he hath broken h
vow and hath committed adultery.

S

—*

44 And if she hath not committed adultery, b
is innocent and hath not broken her vow, and
she knoweth it, and | reveal it unto you, my
servant Joseph, theahall you have poweby
the power of my Holy Priesthood, to take he
and give her unto him that hath not committe
adultery but hath been faithful; for he shall b
made ruler over many.

DO —

Verses 45-47 have God | 45 For | have conferred upon you the keys and power of the priesthood, wherein | restgre all

repeatingagain—Smith things, and make known unto you all things in due time.
can doanythinghe 46 And verily, verily, | say unto yothat whatsoever you seal on earth shall be sealed
wants!” in heaven; and whatsoever you bind on earth, in my name and by my word, saith the Lord, it

in heaven.

47 And again, verily | saywvhomsoever you bless | will bless, and whomsoever ypu

shall be eternally bound in the heavens; and whosesoever sins you remit on earth shall be
remitted eternally in the heavens; and whosesoever sins you retain on earth shall be retained

curse | will curse, saith the Lord; for I, the Lord, am thy God.

M “To whomsoever you givany 48 And again, verily | say unto you, my servant Jos#it, whatso-
one’ To understand this, say it the other way ever you give on earth, atmwhomsoever you give any one on earth,

around: You can givany oneto whomsoever by my word and according to my law, it shall be visited with blessings

Smith can give women to whoever he wants. and not cursings, and with my power, saith the Lord, and shall be with-

And, as | said, he did so! As do the modern pg- oyt condemnation on earth and in heaven.

lygamist prophets.
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There is an interesting dynamic hdtenma, Smiths real wife, had confronted
him about his dalliances, threatening to expose him. In response, Smith
her he would give it all up and surrender to her wishes.

However,as a way out of that promise , he came up with the reve

tion of Section 132—a direct commandment from God telling Emma to su

mit to polygamy!

In these verses—nbefore finally delivering God'’s ultimatum to Emma

Smith has God saying “forget about promising Emma to give up your wive

Smith says God told him—"I make a way for your escape”—in the same w
he made a way of escape for Abraham. Abraham’s way of escape was the

in the thicket (Genesis 22:13): Smith’s was Section 132.

In other words, Smith doemthave to give up his wives as he prom/

ised Emma. At the last minute God releases Smith from his promise to Em
See, Joseph, it was just a test!

After the severe threat from God in the next verses, Emma will relq
for a while, even allowing Smith to bring some of his wives into their hom
But soon she will find courage again, and she will give Smith yet anott

ultimatum. But he had a way out of that one too. It was simply to lie:
On August 16, 1843 William Clayton wrote in his diary, “This A.M.

Joseph told me that...Emma...had resisted the P[rinciple] in toto, 4
he had to tell her he would relinquish all for her sake...He howe\

told me he [w]ould not relinquish anything.”

49 For | am the Lord thy God, and wi

a- ily | seal upon you your exaltation, an
b- prepare a throne for you in the kingdo

5!" 50 Behold, | have seen your sacrifice
ay and will forgive all your sins; | have see
rampour sacrifices in obedience to that whic

| have told you. Go, therefore, and | mal
Ima.offering of Abraham of his son Isaac.

nt 51 Verily, | say unto youA command-
€. ment | give unto mine handmaid, Emn
er Smith, your wife, whom | have given unt
you, that she stay herself and partake
of that which | commanded you toferf
ind unto her; for | did it, saith the Lord, tq
er prove you all, as | didbraham, and that
I might require an offering at your hanc
by covenant and sacrifice.

toldbe with thee even unto the end of the
world, and through all eternity; for vert

of my Father, with Abraham your fathey.

d
m

Sl
N
h

e

a way for your escape, as | accepted the

a

Lel

Finally, the command to Emma: eceive 52 And let mine h

andmaid, Emma Smith, eceive all those

Josephs wives! that have been qi

ven unto my servant Josepland who are

They are pure! And if some are not pure, Gqd Virtuous and pure
will deal with them later.

have said they were pure, shall be destroyed, saith the Lord

before me; and those who are not pure,

What could be cleaer

53 For | am the Lord thy God agd shall obey my voiceand | give unto my servant Josef

in this verse and the
next one: submit or

perish!

from henceforth | will strengthen him.

servant Joseph, and to none else.iBshe will

that he shall be made ruler over many things; for he hath been faithful over a few thing

54 And | command mine handmaid, Emma Smith, to abide and cleave unfo

not abide this commandment she shall be

destroyed, saith the Lord;for | am the Lord t
in my law.

hy God, aniill destroy her if she abide not

al
5C

h
’Sl

Smith now has God saying that if Emma persists in her stubbornness, God wil
Smith “an hundredfold in this world, of fathers and mothers, brothers and si

houses and landgjvesand children,
This is taken from Matthew 10:29:

And Jesus answered and said, Verily | say unto you, There is no man thg

left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or ¢
lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, 30 But he shall receive an h

now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, ang
dren, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal lifé.

But notice thaGmith chooses to expand upon the words of Jesus.

| giVB5 But if she will not abide thig
stergommandment, then shall my se
vant Joseph do all things for he
even as he hath said; and | wi
bless him and multiply him ang
t hagive unto himan hundredfold in
N, othis world, of fathers and mothers
dfolstothers and sisters, houses a
| chilktnds, wives and children, and
crowns of eternal lives in the ete
nal worlds.
5 Was

hildre
undrg

D

Jesu

referring to the fellowship life of the believer within the Church of Christ. But Smith

adds to the listvives!
Emma has a choice: stick with Josepid his wivespr perish. And i

won't stick with him, then Joseph will provide for her welfare &wt will give

Joseph a ton of wives and kids.
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Nice! 56 And again, verily | sayet mine handmaid faive my servant Joseph his trespasses; and then shall s
forgiven her trespasses, wherein she has trespassed against me; and |, the Lord thy God, will blesg
multiply her, and make her heart to rejoice

he be
her, a

Again, God wants to let Smith know that h¢ 57 And again, | sayet not my servant Joseph put his poperty out of
doesnt have to keep his promise to Emma, his hands, lest an enemy come and destroy him; for Satan seeke
he doesrt’have to give up any wives, or propt  destroy; for I am the Lord thy God, and he is my servant; and behold
erty. or anything else he may have promised !0, | am with him, as | was with Abraham, thy father, even unto his exa
her! tion and glory.

h to
and
Ita-

This is Smith’s way of getting God 58 Now, as touching the law of the priesthood, there are many things pertg
to tell Sarah that her husband reall thereunto.

can’'t do anything wrong! Just can’t!
He is called, and we must assum 59 Verily, if a man be called of my Father , as was Aaron, by mine own voice,

that whatever he does in God’s nam; by the voice of him that sent me, and | have endowed him with the keys g
is in accordance with God’s will and power of this priesthood, if he do anything in my name, and according to my
word. and by my wordhe will not commit sin, and | will justify him.

ining

and
f the
law

Joey, I'll take care of him, and if h

God saying, “Don'tletanyone hurtmy 60 Let no one, therefore, set on my servant Joseph; for | will justify him; fo
needs correction, I'll do it.”

Lord your God.

I he

shall do the sacrifice which | require at his hands for his transgressions, saith the

Go for it, you can’t commit 61 And again, as pertaining to the law of the priesthood—if any man espouse a virg

adultery under this plan... and desire to espouse another, and the first give her consent, and if he espouse th¢
second, and they are virgins, and have vowed to no other man, then is he justified;
cannot commit adultery for they are given unto him; for he cannot commit adultery
that that belongeth unto him and to no one else.

n,

he
vith

No matterhow many| 62And if he have ten wvijins given unto him by this lawe cannot commit adulterfor they
wives you take! belong to him, and they are given unto him; therefore is he justified.

But, the women cab’be with another 63 But if one or either of the ten virgins, after she is espoused, shall be
man,ever ‘Cause their job is to multi- another man, she has committed adultery, and shall be destimytwy are

ply, and “bear the souls of men.” If they|  given unto him to multiply and replenish the earth, according to my ¢
are with another man, no matter how mandment, and to fulfil the promise which was given by my Father before

with

DIM-
the

many women their husbands are withl  foundation of the world, and for their exaltation in the eternal worlds, that they

that

“they have committed adultergnd shall may bear the souls of men; for herein is the work of my Father continued
be destroyed.” he may be glorified.

God wants the woman to 64 And again, verily, verily, | say unto you, if any man have a wife, who holds the ke
really, really, really, under this power, and he teaches unto her the law of my priesthood, as pertaining to these,
stand, that she will be de- then shalshe believe and administer unto hion she shall be destryed saith the Lord

stroyed your God;for | will destroy her; for | will magnify my name upon all those who receiv

and abide in my law.

ys of
things,

e

The woman must obeyor she is the sint g5 Therefore, it shall be lawful in mié,she receive not this law , for him tc
ner, and her husband is under no obligateceive all things whatsoever |, the Lord his God, will give unto besause
tion to her Abraham had obligations tb she did not believe and administer unto him according to my wordheniten
Sarah because Sarah let him have othgfcomes the transgessor:;and he isxempt from the law of Sarah , who aq

wives, iffnotr,]Abraham would not have hadministered unto Abraham according to the law when | commanded Abrahg
to care for her.

m to

YIKES!

66 And now, as pertaining to this law, verily, verily, | say unto, yeuill r eveal more unto you, heeaf-
ter; therefore, let this suffice for the present. Behold, | am Alpha and Omega. Amen.!
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The Beginnings of Polygamy

1830

The first edition of théBook of Mormordirectly taught against polygamy (plural marriage) calling it “abon
nable” and being “not right with the Lord”. (See Jacob 2:24, 27-28; Jacob 3:5; Mosiah 11:2; Ether 10}5.
quotes from th&ook of Mormoh

“Behold, David and Solomon trulyad many wives and concubines, which thing was abominable
before me saith the Lord.” (Jacob 2:2Bpok of Mormoh

“Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the word of the Lord: For there shall npt
man among you haveave it be one wife; and concubines he shall have nofer I, the Lord God,
delight in the chastity of women. And whoredoms are an abomination before me; thus saith the Lor
Hosts.” (Jacob 2:27-28o0k of Mormoh

“Behold, the Lamanites your brethren, whom ye hate because of their filthiness and the clir:
which hath come upon their skins, are more righteous than you; for they have not forgotten the c
mandment of the Lord, which was given unto our fathimatthey should have save it were one wife,
and concubines they should have nonand there should not be whoredoms committed among then
And now, this commandment they observe to keep; wherdfecause of this observance, in keeping
this commandment, the Lord God will not destroy them, but will be merciful unto themand one
day they shall become a blessed people.” (Jacob B6ak of Mormoh

“And it came to pass th&tiplakish did not do that which was right in the sight of the Lord,
for he did have many wives and concubinesnd did lay that upon men’s shoulders which was grievqus
to be borne.... (Ether 10:Bpok of Mormoh

1831

Joseph Smith wrote the following which appeared on page 91 Bbtiieof Commandment§hou shalt love thy
wife with all thy heart, andhall cleave unto her and none elseBut later that year (revealed by Joseph Smith ir
1831 but not written down until 1861 in a letter from W.W. Phelps to Brigham Young), on July 17th, Josepl <
gave the following permission/revelation, “...For it is my will tiatime, ye should take unto you wives of the
Lamanites and Nephites, that their posterity may become white, delightsome and ju$br even now their

1834

Revealed in the same letter from W.W. Phelps to Brigham Young written in 1861 (see 1831) , W.W. Phglp
closed the following revelation from Joseph Smith which dates to approximately 1834, “...| asked brother|Jc
privately, how “we” that were mentioned in the revelation could take wives from the “natives” as we wer
married men? He replied, instantly “In the same manner that Abraham took Hagar and Keturah; and Jgcc
Rachel, Bilhah and Zilpah; by revelation — the saints of the Lord are always directed by revelation.”

1835

Polygamy began to be practised “in private” by Joseph Smith around this time, while still being publigcly
nounced right through 1844. The Mormon church denied the practise of polygamy in the 1835 editio(J} (
Doctrine & Covenantdut it was removed from tHeoctrine & Covenant¢D&C) in 1876 when the doctrine

“plural marriage” (polygamy) was inserted&C Section 132.

1840

“Inasmuch as this church of Christ has been reproached with the crime of fornication, and polygaegiare
that we believe, that one man should have one wife, and one woman, but one hushanaept in the case of
death, when either is at liberty to marry again.” (1835 edition dbtwdrine and Covenant§Section 101:4)

“In 1840 the doctrine [polygamy] was taught to a few leading brethren who, with the Prophet, secretly ma
additional wives in the following year...Tfie Restored Chur¢ipg. 247)

1843

Joseph Smith allegedly received instruction (“revelation”) from God that permitted polygamy to be pract
(This revelation is Section 132 of the Doctrine and Covenants) Of course, this revelation was kept quiet and
with Emma, Smith to keep her in line, and several other “inner circle” leaders (who also began to pragtic
lygamy). Polygamy was not announced to the Church as a whole until 1852. It was not committed to pring 1.
was finally voted on in 1880, just ten years before Mormonism was forced to publicly renounce the sealing jof
marriages. Of course, the Church did not end polygamy at that time, but sent polygamists to the deserts of U

to Mexico.
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The Beginnings of Polygamy

1844

On Feb. 1st, Joseph Smith allegedly excomunicated Hiram Brown, an elder of the Mormon church for “pfe:
ing” polygamy. Times and Seasongol. 5, page 423)
William Law (publisher of “The Nauvoo Expositor”) published in his newspaper on June 7th the pfac
of plural marriage (polygamy) in Nauvoo and Joseph Smith’s teachings on multiple gods.
Joseph Smith was so enraged that he ordered the destruction on June 10th of “The Nauvoo Exppsi
On June 25th, Joseph Smith was arrested for and charged with “riot” for the destruction of the negws
per office and he was thrown in the Carthage, lllinois, jail where he was murdered by an angry mob on Jun
27th.

1852

The practice/doctrine of plural marriage (polygamy) is officially announced on August 28-29th at a public
Mormon meeting.

k Deep in the Utah 1ogislabure’s
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