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Dear Mr. Spencer,

I want to thank you for your wonderful ministry. | read in one of
your newsletters that a Christian minister didn’t care for your
style of preaching. Apparently he felt you were too hard?
Should be nicer. He obviously is clueless about the hardness
of Mormonism! Don’t listen to him, he is naive about what you
deal with.

A Christian minister lead my husband and | through the
"sinner’s prayer." My husband got it and received Christ. | had
no idea what | was praying. That minister sent me home with a
copy of Beyond Mormonism. It was exactly your "style" that
penetrated the veil of darkness and pulled me into the light.
By reading your book, | understood salvation and how to
receive Christ. | will never forget kneeling before my Lord and
pleading with Him to come into my heart, after | read how to
do it in your book. It fook you and your style to help deliver
me from the cluiches of hell!l | thank you for that! Don’t
change. Mormons everywhere need you.

The Lord blessed me with the opportunity to lead my oldest
son to Christ. He in turn, lead his younger brother to Christ. My
boys are five and ten years old. We are grateful for you and
your ministry.

In Christ,
O

Lisa R Wiggins

etters like the ones in this newslet
L ter come into our offices every day.

We are reaching out through the In-
ternet, newspapers, radio, newsletters, per-
sonal seminars, and personal counseling.

But we need your help. Please read the en-
closed special appeal letter.

ople are sometimes desperate to be
Pﬁn contact with someone who knows
how they feel, what they are going
through, and what awaits them. Maria is

typical of the email correspondence | en-
gage in on a daily basis.

Dear Mr. Spencer.

I'm an 18 year old college student. |
have been born and raised in the Mormon
church. | was blessed by my grandfather,
baptized by my step-father, | received my
Gospel-In-Action award and even my
Young Women Medallion. I've held vari-
ous positions, graduated from Seminary (al-
beit against my will).

But | can't say that I've ever been ac-
tively involved in my religion. I've always
had doubts. But | love my family, friends,
and it's been hard for me to express my dis-
pleasure and disbelief with the church. |

Continued as Maria, page 5



Millions have
been deceived

by unbiblical

T h e teachings.

Truth apout

esus forced
J e S u S His follow
ers to think
by James R. Spencer about who He is.
He asked the
Pharisees, “What
do you think
about the Mes-

siah? Whose son
is he?”

They answered, “He is the son of
David.”

Jesus said, “Then why does
David—speaking under the inspiration
of the Spirit, call him Lord?” (Matthew
22:41-43, New Living Translation)

Jesus then asked, since David
called the Messiah Lord, “How can he
be his son at the same time?”

This question has one answer: Jesus
is beforeandsuperior toDavid. He
told the same class of questioners that
He wasolder than the patriarch
Abraham: “Before Abraham was, |
am.” (John 8:58, KJV)
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The

fruth about

Jesus

Jesus is fully God
and fully man

God reveals himself progressively in the Bible.
From the Old Testament we learn there is only one
God. Once that light is burning brightly, the New
Testament introduces Jesus who says, “If you have
seen me you have seen the Father” (John 14:9).

For two millennia the church has believed that
Christ is both fully man and fully God. Throughout
the last 2,000 years, groups have arisen within the
church to reject this bedrock Christological foun-
dation — groups the church traditionally has called
cults.

Two fundamental errors about Christ's nature
deny either the full deity of Christ or deny His full
humanity. Those who deny Christ’s full deity make
Him merely a human who is adopted, in some spe-
cial way, by God. Those who deny His full human-
ity make Christ into a mere appearance of God,
making Him something other than fully human. Al-
though these problems may at times seem only to
be theoretical musings (“What difference does it
make if you love Jesus?”), in reality these errors
always produce bad fruit.

Jesus is a real man.

Let's examine the teaching that asserts Jesus is
simply an appearance of God, not really a human.
God just sticks His head out of heaven and pre-
tends to identify with us. If that were true, then
Jesus’ death — the death which is supposed to save
us — is not really a death. It is only a spiritual play,
an act, a sham.

No, the Bible says Jesus took upon himself hu-
man flesh and upon that flesh were heaped the sins
of mankind. If that is not true, then Jesus did not
pay the price of sin, did not die, is not resurrected.
If Jesus were not truly a human being, we remain
guilty before God.

This error is seen in Christian Science and in all of
the so-called “religious science” denominations.
These groups speak of the “Christ Spirit” or the
“Christ Nature.” In their minds, God is a concept
— Divine Love. Our job, they say, is to become
(Continued on page 4)
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in tune with this illusory Christ Nature;
and, when we do, we will see that the
material world, with its bodily illnesses
and human passions, is no more real
than Jesus. They are illusions. Such
thinking not only makes Jesus into an
ethereal, wispy ghost, but it makes
mankind into that as well. If real flesh
were not resurrected in Christ, we are
yet in our sins and will die in them.

Jesus is Fully God.

The most common error about Jesus
makes Him humarput not fully God.
He may be “almost” God, or “the Sav-
ior,” but He is not the one true living
God and Creator of the universe. Some

see Jesus as a great man who attracts

the attention of God and is somehow
possessed by God. In reality, that is the
description of a Spirit-filled Christian.

But Jesus is not merely a human who
is in close communion with God; He
is God. The Bible declares that Jesus
exhibits all the attributes of God re-
vealed in the Old Testament — omni-
science, omnipotence and omnipres-
ence. He is the Creator of all things.
He is worshiped by the disciples and
even calledsod by Thomas. He dem-
onstrates that He is the Lord and giver
of life because He lays His life down
and then takes it up, kindling in us the
hope of resurrection.

Those who refuse to make Jesus
Lord of all do not allow Him to be God
atall. For He is either the God of the
Old Testament who wraps himself in
flesh and presents himself to us in the

New Testament, or He is a pretender.
He cannot be another God, for there is
no other God. The Bible eliminates the
possibility that Jesus is — somehow
or some way — another gothe Bible
records God’s final words on this: “Be-
fore me there was no God formed, nei-
ther shall there be after me. ... | am
the first, and | am the last; and beside
me there is no God. ... Is there a God
beside me? yea, there is no God; |
know not any” (Isaiah 43:10; 44:6,8).

The Bible says of Jesus, “All things
were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was made”
(John 1:3). But those groups which
refuse to recognize Him as the Creator
assign to Him a lesser nature:
Jehovah's Witnesses think of Him not
as the Creator of All, but as the first
thing God created. Mormonism makes
Jesus the son of a god named Eloheim,
a god who has a father and a grandfa-
ther (although we do not know their
names).

Words must mean
something, or they
mean nothing.

When we say we “believe in Jesus,”
we must identify what the terdesus
stands for. If | believe in a Jesus who
is not God, | may as well put my faith
in any other good man. If | believe in
Jesus who is not fully man, I am no
better off than those New Agers and
occultists who commune with the
Christ Spirit, but who fail to recognize
the biblical Jesus.
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False Teachings

Mormonism: Jesus is Jehovah of
the Old Testament, the son of a
God named Eloheim. All human
beings and all angels (including
Satan) are sons of Eloheim in ex-
actly the same way Jesus is.

Jehovah’s Withesses: Jesus is
Michael the archangel, a cre-
ation of Jehovah. Their Bible
translation (The New World Trans-
lation) renders John 1:1: “In the
beginning the Word was, and the
Word was with God, and the Word
was a god.”

Christian Science: Jesus was a
man who demonstrated the
Christ — “the divine idea of God.”
The Way International: Founder
Victor Paul Wierwille wrote the
book Jesus Christ Is Not God.

Unity School of Christianity:
Jesus was a human being who
became “a Christ” when he ex-
pressed his “potential perfec-
tion.” Other humans have the
same potential.
Unitarian-Universalists: Do not be-
lieve Jesus is the Messiah of the
Bible, the Second Person of the
Trinity or God Incarnate.

Unification Church: Jesus was
resurrected spiritually, but his
body remained in the grave. He
failed to provide physical re-
demption by his untimely execu-
tion. He failed to marry so he
failed to right the wrongs of the
first Adam and Eve — only the
third Adam (Sun Myung Moon)
can accomplish that.




Maria, from page 1

haven’t attended for months now. I'm s
trying to pray and read my scriptures,
I must say that I'm feeling more lost th

ever these days. My boyfriend bought 'n@

a copy of “Beyond Mormonism” by Jam
Spencer. Now | have more questions {
| feel need to be answered, and I'm

quite sure where to go for them. It bugns

my soul not having a church to attend

this weekend, the day of resurrection OVP'

our Lord and Savior.
Please help me. | feel more lost th
ever now.
Maria [Not her real name]

Dear Maria,
Believe me, | know what you are g
ing through. When | wrotBeyond Mor-

monism,| wrote it for people like you,.

People who have at least some pers
understanding of the wonder and glory
Jesus Christ, but who have not yet cg
into perfect peace with God through hi

One of the questions | asked mys

when | left Mormonism was: “What car |

keep?” And you know what? The on

thing | could keep was Jesus, Himsegl

And the Bible, of course.

But that was enough. All | wanted
was Him, anyway. | don't need a churci}
organization. (Don’t get me wrong, Mar|a
| am a licensed minister and | attend
church in Meridian, Idaho regularly. But

what | want from the church is tlexpo-

sure of Him. | want the pastor to expog
me to Christ in the sermon, and | want tb

enter corporate worship to bring me n
to Him.)

The good news is that there really,
ally is life after Mormonism.
don’t believe real Christian life can beg
until after Mormonism. So, a new d
awaits you.

Don't wait to begin. | don’t knowy

what part of the country you live in, b £

wherever you are there will be Christig
worshipping the Risen Jesus in a way

In fact, |l

higcared to denounce the church (if it comes
yto that). My family would die. They can
hdparely stand the fact that | don't believe
rmow. My mother told me that she will be
ehere to help me pick up the pieces of my
dife when I'm done messing it up. I'm
ljgcared that she’s right. I'm so scared to
retty good bets. hurt them and all the friends | have. | know
You are looking for a “Bible-thump} people will talk and frankly, that scares me.

Owg" church. I'm sort of kidding, but yodi I'm scared to go to a different church. I've
ant one where the pastor and congregaever been to a non-Mormon church. Was
tion are convinced the Bible is the wofdhat hard for you when you left the church?
ﬁfGod, without error, and a reliable guigld?on’t get me wrong, | LOVE the people
al . . . . .

or life and doctrine. in the church. | was raised in a wonderful

| am praying for you right nowj family and taught the values of compas-

Maria, that God will draw you to Himself sion, service, and love. But | feel like the
and answeall your questions. church is wrong. | can't really put my fin-
_ If you send me your snail addressg, ger on it (I don’t know much about Chris-
will send you my bookHave You Wit tianity according to different religions).
nessed to a Mormon Lately® answers| Thank you for your suggestions for
 {Qe very specific questions you are aslehurches to attend. | plan on going next
dng yourself right now. Sunday.

be the one for you for the longer seas
[To find that place you will need to pr3
nd try out several churches until you fi
ne where you feel at home. In additid
ere doubtless is a campus ministry wh
| ever you are (unless you are at Ricks

Ut

1Y
o

h tYU). Those organizations are usual

—

O

me Letme know how | can help. Thank you again for your reply, it
- Jim Spencer means SO much to me.

' Maria
eE)ear Jim My address ...

—

Thanks so much for your reply.

eans a lot to me to have someone {hitaria
n Wow. | hear your heart cry. And |

Iknow what you are going through. Again,
ktake comfort in the fact that there are thou-
s&@nds of us out here who have gone through

ly

E]ows what I’'m going through, that cg
help me a bit. After | read your reply,
tarted crying and couldn’t stop. 1 thin
it's because you've used the same phrg
've said in my heart over and over agajrwhat you are going through.

've felt (for a long time) that | want Go I don’t know a church in Provo to rec-
in my life, but not a religion telling m¢ ommend to you. A church I know of is

_émw to worship him. A couple years agd>alt Lake Christian Center in Salt Lake. It
was given a lesson on the proper fpis a big church, but | believe it is a good
|_pula for [Mormon] prayer. | was askgdone. Again, you will probably have to try
to give the closing prayer, and | rememsome out until you feel comfortable. You
réger being terrified that | would mess mentioned in your first email that your boy-
and God would be angry with me. | gugs#iend gave you a copy of my book. Where
t's small things like that that have reallydoes he attend church? Can you go with
Mankled me for along time. 1live in Provphim? _ .

Utah. [Not her real city] | attended Utgh | am sending you a packet of informa-
State University last semester, but left fofion, including my bookHave You Wit-
variety of reasons, one being the clpgeessed to a Mormon LatelyThat may
inded attitude of many people there. help.
earned | was being “fellowshipped” | believe God is going to show you
r my roommates had talked to my bisfopomething important right away about

O

=1

|y

n

i

never experienced in a Mormon Wg
building. Just get out the phone book,
try out a church near you. Again, sin
do not know where you live, | can't re

ommend anything specific. Butif all else
fails, try going to either a Southern Bgp
tist Church or an Assembly of God churg¢h:
| only mention those two to try to help

you narrow down a service for tomorr

The church you attend tomorrow may mot

rQflyout my “negative attitude” aboytHimself.

G urch, and the fact that | refused to tgke  You asked if it was hard for me to go
Institute classes. I'm going to Salt Lakdo another church. No, it wasn't. Butst
Community College now, and I've movgdhard for lots of exiting Mormons, so don't
out of my home, in part so | don't have fdeel like there is something wrong with

attend church and can have a bit mpi¢ou.
You mentioned the word “scared” sev-

neral times in your letter to me. Most, if
not all, Mormons who sever ties with the
Church feel that way. | have seen strong

control over my life.
| have to be honest and say that |
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men turn to jelly when the Bishop com
over to ask them why they were not
church. But think about that for
minute. Where does that come fror
The Bible says, “For God hath not give
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and
love, and of a sound mind.” (2Ti 1:%
And again, “ For ye have not receivs
the spirit of bondage again to fear; b
ye have received the Spirit of adoptid
whereby we cry, Abba, Father
(Rom.8:15)

Fear does not come from Go

iay. I'm very excited, and a little nervo
al'll let you know how things go.

n?  Thanks again!

PN Maria

pf
) Wow, Maria, so nice to hear from yg
bd have been praying. Let me know how
udll goes and if | can help you in any w3
n, Jim

Jim,
 Today | went to the Baptist church. | ha

Peace comes from God. As you tryidot of good feelings, even though | waj

your ways to God, your fear of men, @
ganizations, and even family will dimir
ish. A religion that promotes fear an
bondage in those who try to exerci
their own God given intelligence is n
a healthy religion.

Jim

Hi Jim
| received your packet. Thanks so mu

I'm reading my way through all the info

rbit embarrassed. Obviously everyone kr
-1 was new and went out of their way to
chice to me, which was really neat, but a
sdifferent. Usually | was the one helping
pifellowship!

Thanks so much for your concern.
let you know how next week goes, becal
I'm really very excited to go back.
Thank You!

Ch. Maria

(there's so much!) and I've found

a

bSouthern Baptist church to attend on SuiMaria,

s. Thatis great. Keep me posted. And if
you have any questions, fire me an email.
| want to use our correspondence (I'll
keep your name and location anonymous)
in my newsletter, if you don't mind. The
uguestions you asked and what you have
igone through, will help other people who
yare struggling to get Beyond Mormonism.
Jim

Hi Jim.
la Yes, that's no problem at all, as long as
5 a1y name and location aren't used. Thanks
eagain. Maria
pb&S You might want to suggest that Mor-
bihons find out some of the bare MINIMUM
tdacts before the go to a different church, so
they aren't looking around asking "What?"
‘llike | was yesterday (i.e. different belief of
Lighe Trinity).

Maria

Maria,
I'll send you my tapes on The Trinity.

im

A Ministry for You

Run one of these ads in your local newspaper

Mormon isnot divine. For a

Through the Maze, Box 8

The Book of Mormon: Another Witness for Christ? A
Mormon General Authority discovered that the Book of

Disappointment of B. H. Roberts,” write:

copy of the pamphlet, “Tlhe

656. Boise ID 83707 (Th

The Book of Mormon:

Another Witness for Christ?

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

e Mormons) presents the Book of Mormdn

1-800-871-7120

www.mazeministry.com

Free Pamphlet: How a Mormon| The Book of Mormon: Another

General Authority Discovered
that the Book of Mormon was
Not from God.

Witness for Christ? A Mormon
General Authority Discovered
that the Book of Mormon was
Not Divine. Free Pamphlet

Free Pamphlet: Is Mormonism
a cult?

Free Pamphlet: Is Mormon-
ism Christian?

vine,

Roberts.”

“The Disappointment of B. H.
How one Mormon
General Authority and well
known author discovered that
the Book of Mormon is not Di-

Include this information with all ads:

Through the Maze, Box 8656. Boise ID 83707—1-800-871-7120

www.mazeministry.com

as “Another Testament of Jesus Christ.” The

Church says the book is a history of Jews w
migrated to North America 600 years befo
Christ. However, nearly every archaeologi
thinks the Book of Mormon is fiction. If that is
true, the book is not “Another Testament of Jes

Christ,” but rather “A Testament of Another Jeslis

Christ.” There is a vast difference.

B. H. Roberts—a Mormon General Autho
ity and scholar—discovered that the Book
Mormon isnot divine. For a copy of the pam

phlet, “The Disappointment of B. H. Roberts/’

write us. There is no obligation. No one will ca
on you. Your name will be kept confidential.
Through the Maze
Box 8656. Boise ID 83707
1-800-871-7120
www.mazeministry.com
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