Copyright 2000, James R. Spencer Box 9017, Boise, Id 83707

Manti.
The "Gathering Place”

he Mormon Temple in Manti, Utahto meet John Harmston, the son of Proy

T

was dedicated by Mormon Presidgrnthe Twelve Apsotles of this small, intg
Lorenzo Snow, May 21, 1888. It was thesting Mormon sect. | also met the Pr¢
third temple to be completed, followingdent of the Quorum of the Twelve Apost
those in Logan and St. George, and pflias well as a former member of the TL(
to the Salt Lake Temple. Manti is thought

by some, particularly the leadership of Thand other Fundamentalist/Polygami
True and Living Church of Jesus Chr|ssects of Mormonism. | have been stu

of the Last Days (TLC), to be a specjahg these groups intently during rece nt

place—the only city properly designatganonths. As | reported in an earlier ney

as an official “city in Zion"—by Brigham letter, polygamy and its twin wife/chil

Young.
| went to Manti in early April to scout two years. | want to repeat what | saig

out the possibility of doing a meeting thgreny most recent newsletter:

this summer. My host for the day was Pas- Wherever we find polygamy

tor O. Jay Swanson who previously had America we also find violence. Not

aided me by working up a cross referefice every polygamist clan is violent, b
between the 1830 Book of Mormon apd all too many are. Violence is
theGolden Bibleof M. T. Lamb. We spe

www.mazeministry.com

dominates the approach to the cityand President of TLC, Jim Harmstdgn
Set on Temple Hill, the building John, is also a member of the Quorum of

abuse, has dominated the news in Utalp f

05/00

Update on

Wife No. 19
mentioned in the last newsletter that
I we had completed the transcription of
Wife No. 19,by Ann-Eliza Young.
That announcement was a trifle premature.
Though the text is complete, | had not yet
imported the type in the page layout pro-
gram. | had forgotten that there are more
than 100 line drawings in this 600+ page
book. Torep-
licate the
book as
closely as
possible to
the original, |
want to in-
clude the line
drawings.
This means |
hh§lve to scan
them in and
insert them
r_|nto the
=st|-e Xt—a
["somewhat
| Fengthy process. So, | am guessing | need
““another month or two to finalize this
Stgroject. The book will then be available
jy_ree on the Internet and in bound form for
round $20.00.
- In reading this book again, | am struck
dsoy the forceful nature of this work. Ms.
Young was born to Mormons in Kirtland,

D

Manti is remarkable because of Tl Cfi

h

i8rhio in the earliest days of Mormonism.
Her father and mother were close to both
nJoseph Smith and Brigham Young, and
were with them during the Missouri War
s well as in Nauvoo. Ann-Eliza made
he trek across the plains to the Salt Lake

aVaIIey. Her father took up polygamy and

u

the day driving around town. | managgd (continued on page 2)

(continued on back page)



handmaiden of polygamy. There arj
ik

two reasons: Early Mormonism w

violent by nature; polygamy is an emo-

tion-charged sexual per-

version.

most recent newsletter mentioned thieve. We need to go back to the admoni-

oggy thinking of one Evangelical pastotion of scripture found in | Corinthians,

n Provo who apparently believes that ahapter one:

18 For the preaching of the cross is

to them that perish foolishness; but
unto us which are saved it is the

major problem with Mormonism is that
Christians are full of hatred towards Mgr-

| also believe that Fun-
damentalist Mormonism has
something to teach those o
us who have an interest in
Mormonism. Because, in
the final analysis, Funda-
mentalist Mormonism is the
True MormonismThe Mor-
mon Church we normally
think of is the ten million
member Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints
(LDS). But in fact, that or-
ganization is apostate from
True Mormonism. By that |
mean that the LDS Church
has forsaken many of the sof
called “plain and precious
truths” revealed by Joseph
Smith and Brigham Young.
Any one who objectively ex-
amines what happened in]
1890 when the LDS Church
“abandoned polygamy”
must see that it did not re-
ally do so. In fact, to this

the Last

Jim Harmston, Prophet, Seer and Revelator, and Presi-
dent of the True and Living Church of Jesus Christ of

Enoch, Moses, Joseph Smith, and others.
video tape in which he repeated a prophetic dream
which revealed “the name of the Living God is
Harmston.”

power of God.

19 For it is written, | will de-
stroy the wisdom of the wise, and
will bring to nothing the under-
standing of the prudent.

It may be possible that we
will have to convert Mormons to
True Mormonism before we can
covert them to True Christianity.

I mean that as long as we allow
the LDS Church to define itself
publicly one way and privately
another, how can we hope to
have true conversation? Itis hard
work to patiently insist that Lat-
ter-day Saints own up to their
true doctrine. And, don’t get me
wrong, | am not saying the aver-
age Mormon is lying and deceiv-
ing. | think he or she is probably
confused. Standard operating
procedure in Mormonism calls
for the sheep to be obedient and
not ask penetrating questions.
Our job as evangelists is to help

Days. Some say he is the reincarnation of
| veiwed a

day, all Mormon groups re-
tain the belief that polygamy

will once again be instituted for all wof
thy Mormons.

WHY BOTHER WITH FUNDAMENTAL-
IST MORMONS?
If Mormon Fundamentalism is as

say, the True Mormonism, then we miis
not allow it to be obscured by LDS public

relations and tap dancing. We must h
the feet of Mormonism to the flame

truth to reveal it for what it is. Only thgn

will Evangelical Christians have the m

tivation and the ammunition to carry ¢n

the work of evangelizing Mormonism.
do not exaggerate when | say that si
work has fallen on hard times. The Evan

——

them ask the right questions.

mons. | responded by saying, “The probsx RECENT BLESSING
“lem with Mormonism isot Christianity!” A few weeks ago | was asked to come
God help us. When evangelism is redutgg a meeting of Evangelical pastors in
to being nice and loving while at the samgmmett, Idaho. These brothers had,
time the doctrinal declarations of ChriSwithin the past couple of years, reformed
tianity are minimalized, we are on the roaghe men’s pastoral association. The asso-
{0 a bloodless message which containg gfation had followed the normal path of
| repeait, is the | most Christian denominations—a slow
L reaching of the cross of Christ which hagheralizing which leads them away from
ower to convert, not human lowdle do, | their evangelical roots. The situation fi-
indeed, speak the truth in love, but \v@ally came to a head when a local Mor-
L mustspeak the truthAnd speaking truth mon Bishop managed to be officially in-
means expressing verbal points which Hetuded in the pastoral association for more
;Scribe the differences between the gosp@lan three years. Of course the liberal
?Ck/ Mormonism and the Gospel of Christchyistian pastors could see nothing wrong
henever we have that discussion, Mpiith that. But clear thinking prevailed and

conversion power.

u

gelical Church is much less apt to evar&}ons have a chance to be born aggifhe group adopted a set of doctrinal state-

gelize Mormons today than it was ten|of,

fifteen years ago.

Today many Evangelicals are doubje-

minded as to whether or not Mormo

ithout the doctrinal discussion, we proments which effectively excluded not only
duce only mushy human love and posthe Mormon, but the liberals.

tive thinking—what some of us used [to Byt these men still were not sure how
Real love is tougho address Mormonism in their churches.
They recognized that many of their parish-

né:all sloppy agape.

even need to hear the Gospel message

My
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ioners could not figure olit
why we can not just ignofe
the Mormon/Christian de-
bate. As | talked with the
men on an early Tuesdpy
morning, they outlined thejr
dilemma. They said they did
not believe their people were
ready for a full-fledged Mor-
monism Seminar. Rath
than run ads in the paper gn
invite the public to hear the
issues debated, they ask
I could come and talk to their
people and explaihyMor-
mons could not be consi
ered—as a group—to
Christians.

It was a smart move ¢n
their part. We met on a Syn-
day night and Christians

Assembly Hall of the TLC

from six churches gathered
together for a standing-

t in seven years who would be cons

Pastor Swanson, of “four or five peoplg.

room-only meeting. We had, | belieye\ye are talking about those the pastor
about 300 people present. To a man,|thge

There have been discussions in Manti
N@gtween regular Mormons and others—
idhat is very unique. Although the official

pastors said the meeting was one of|thed born again as defined by mdsiormon Church position is to avoid all

best things they had done together for|th&angelicals. The rest of the populati
community. Now that they had theirare traditional Mormons and Jack Mg
people on board, they decided we coulgons, members of the TLC cult, and

Pastor Jay Swanson and his wife, Diane,
have been in Manti for seven years

now have another meeting and talk spers, as well as disaffected members,
cifically about how to reach Mormons.those who have lost their husbands, sq

Praise the Lord!

BACK TO MANTI

has a Christian population, according| to

Page 3

smattering of nonbe
lievers of various
stripe—Secularists
New Agers, Agnostics|

But what is dif-
ferent about Manti is
this: the Mormon

Pdialogue and dissent by “taking the high
rroad of non-discussion,” when people are
fosing their kids and spouses, you can bet
- interaction is occurring.This is exactly
what isnot happening in the rest of the
, United States.Mormons are not talking
to people who have a different viewpoint.
Of course the missionaries are talk-
ing to potential converts in the privacy of
the convert's homes, but there is no longer

Church has been sefii-public discussion as there was, say, ten

ously challenged. A
debate has raged the
for a number of year
now as the TLC ha
proselytized regula
Mormons into funda-
mentalism. Every TV
tabloid show in the na|
tion has troupeq
through Manti inter-
viewing the cult lead{

years ago. | used to do 150 nights of meet-
Féngs a year. Christian churches were ex-
5 cited to mount a discussion. And men like
5 Ed Decker and myself won hundreds of
[ people to Christ as a result of those dis-
cussions.

Because of the existing conflict in
- Manti, | thought it might be possible to
get a discussion going there. | soon dis-
covered that the official position of the
TLC was “no comment.” | was told that
Atidey have officially closed the doors to the
sutside world. They are not seeking to

wives, and daughters to polygamy. Whilenake any more converts and they are not
TLC is small—the President of the Qu

rum of Twelve Apostles told me they we

There is another element in Manti thalp,5\,+ 300—it represents 10% of t
interests me. This town of 3,000 peoplg,yn's population.

Dgranting any more interviews.

re  Two reasons account for their closed
Nénouths: First, they suffered tons of nega-
tive publicity when the TV tabloids were

passing through. There were interviews



with weeping women whose husbands hiad - As a result of the decision to cut dffyouid come to a meeting in, say, the li-
trecked off to imbibe in polygamy, oftepdiscussion with the outside world, | Willyrary pasement, in Manti? The short an-
leaving large families behind. Jimnotbe having a debate with Jim Harmstpryyer is “probably nobody.” But that

Harmston was called Jim Jones and |piNevertheless, we cannot discount the

enforcement worried (and still do) thathat discussion has occurred in Manti.

besn’t mean we shouldn't try to reach out
h@ere. 1am praying about how to do some-

violence might erupt within the cult or bedownside, as pointed out by Pas{ahing there yet this summer, and | ask you

tween TLC and the community. RumagrSwanson, is that the people are exhaugteg
of stockpiled weaponry and plans to layrhey are “argued out.”
siege to the Manti temple floated through-

out Sanpete County.

Manti which would draw a crowd? W

pray with me about how to touch at least
_a few people there.

So, how would | arrange a meeting|in

o

Utah’s Checkered Legacy

Those of us who live in Mormondomrule of Mormonism. Many prophecig

know that the 24th of July is a bigger hg
day than the 4th of July. But do we knd

why? Of course we know that Brighz;rby Joseph Smith. For decades after
iseph Smith was killed, all temple Moy-Var)-

Young, on that date, looked down E
gration Canyon and out across the §
Lake Valley and proclaimed he had fou
safe haven for the Saints.

And safe haven was needed. T

lipredicted the doom of the United Sta
vand the supremacy of the Theocracy

bations took an oath to “avenge the blg
hdf Joseph Smith upon this Nation, al
teach our children to do the same.”

the citizens during its season

Missouri. And when they made

to Utah, they were on the brink

of America. In fact, Presider
Buchanan, in 1858, sent troops
Utah. Never before had the Unitg
States mustered such a force.
When Brigham Young too
over Utah, he ruled with an irg
fist. He was the civil leader as wg
at the religious leader. Those w
dared to stand up to him were €

a civil war with the United Statels

This monument at the site of Camp Floyd
states that President James Buchanan as-
sembled the largest tfroop concentration
in the history of the United States prior to
the Civil War.

Saints had been hounded from New YgrBrigham ordered that they be detained and
to Ohio to Missouri to lllinois and finally slaughtered. He had his lieutenant, J
to Utah. They had been thrown out of eadb. Lee, convince a party of Indians to i
of those places by the local citizenry Rethe settlers down and surround them. T
cause of their beliefs and practices. Thef&id siege to the train for several day

a very few) children.

This event, The Mountain Meadows
Massacre, has an important place in his-
tory. The foul deed, until the bombing of

dhe Murrah Federal Building by Timothy
J¥icVeigh in Oklahoma City, stood as the
dyreatest massacre of Americans by Ameri-
jgans in our history (excluding the Civil

od S0 Mormonism indeed has an unfor-
L tunate legacy which continues to play it-
self out today. Child abuse, polygamy;, re-

ipression of dissenters is common fare.
itNote the following statistics from my web

hiSite:

t*The divorce rate in Utah is higher than
t&hat of Massachusettes, New York, and
hdNew Jersey.

*The murder rate in Utah is higher than it
 is in New Hampshire, lowa, and North

hDakota.

i The rape rate is higher in Utah than New
ho'ork, California, and Virginia.

X~ These statistics are from the U. S.

iled or murdered through the mah<€nsus Bureau.

date of Blood Atonement. So V|
cious was the antagonism the M
mon leaders felt against gentile
that when a wagon train from Mis
souri passed through Uta

- Mormonism is an authoritarian sys-
priem that does not offer its adherents ac-
sceptance before a forgiving God. Rather
it puts them on a treadmill of self-improve-
H ment—a stairway leading nowhere.

bhn

'$Don’t forget to visit our

is plenty of blame to go around—both fpThen Lee entered the camp under a
the Mormons and for the Gentiles. Sufef truce and told the unfortunate Miss
fice it to say that Mormons felt they wefgians that he could guarantee them
strangers in America. Do not overlookpassage through the Indian lines.
however, that Mormonism was not reeourse, they had to surrender their we
questing to practice its faith quietly fbns. After they did that, Lee and his

home. No, it was out to change the woflgilled every man, woman, and all (exceqt

and to bring all civil authority under th
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'gwebsi’res at:

f]fvvww.mczeminis’rry.com
and
www.yrulds.com

h-
N




The Wives and Children of Ervil LeBaron, 1925-1981

Delfina | Marilu Joy Anna Mae Lorna [ Christina Rosemary Linda |Deborah Vonda White | teresa | Yolanda Rena
Salido Vega | Marston Marston IChynoweth| Jensen Barlow Johnson |Bateman (in prison for Rios Rios |Chymoweth
(died) missing murder) murdered  (killed
since 1983) Rulon
1987 Allred)
: Andrew | Tabitha From From i
Sylvia Esa From ; From Gladys | Sandra Erin
Previous | From . Prev_lous From Ervil (son) Previous
Esther Jorge Marriage|  Ervil Jaqueline [Shoshanna|Marriage Ervil Marriage From | Norma [ Danny John
(disap- (Tarsa- Douglas Thomas | (SO Ervil Ryan
Sarah peared David Kathleen WG;T“Ed Joseph | Anthony Craig _ Jenny
1983) of Annalee [Nathaniel ) Marisha
Alice Edward Heber | murder) Cynthia Audrey Bertha
Patricia ward1  Gn Ellen | David | _ Nathan
Lillian prison) | Aaron Richard Evelyn
(suicide? Benjamin| Ramona . (M.O- Eva
1989) Marilyn [ In prison Janet
Virginia Fay for
Arthur Celia murder)
murdered| .
( 1983) Ruben Anna | Natasha NO‘l'e.
(Tasha) . . _—
Hyrum There certainly are more people in this list who have been
, Andrea murdered and probably others on this list are guilty of mur-
Adine | Monique ; .
(Niki) der. For example, those of you who saw God Maker’s Il will
Bridaet remember a pretty woman who said that if she were to die,
Il e .
Vero,?icq you could be sure she had been murdered. That woman is
(Jessica) Lillian, daughter of Ervil and Delfina Salido. She was found
Jared dead. Her death was ruled a suicide, but insiders are con-
vinced she was murdered.
Joshua I I I I I I I I I

Ervil Morrel LeBaron
as a young
Mormon Missionary

Recovering from Mormonism

Ervil LeBaron was raised in a polygamist Mormon sect in Mexico. His brother, Joel, founded

the Church of the Firstborn of the Fullness of Times in 1955. Ervil was appointed to be the
Patriarch of the Church. After parting with his brother over doctrinal issues, Ervil formed the

Church of the Lamb of God. Eventually he began to preach that he was the head of all civi
authority in the earth. He eventually ordered the murder of his brother, Joel, and, throughou
the 1970’s, ordered as many as 30 others killed, including at least one of his own children. H
was convicted of masteminding the murder of rival polygamous leader Rulon Allred. He died
in prison in 1981, at the age of 55. Even after his death some of his followers continued to kill
those Ervil had put on a hit list.

Note:

Subsequent to taking the picture
atthe right, | have met one more
of Ervil’s sons, one of his widows,
and am in correspondence with
another son.

Being raised in a small, mobile, and
murderous sect is bound to lead to
emotional scarring. All of Ervil's
wives and children have paid a price
for the doctrinal errors which led him
to such extremes. My last newslet-
ter told of my relationship with
Nathan LeBaron, a young Christian
who is on fire for Christ. This last
week | had the privilege of meeting
his half-brother Dave, who is just
now coming to know Christ. Nathan
and | hope to be able to reach more
of his siblings and perhaps even
some of the widows of Ervil.

David and Nathan LeBaron Finding Christ
Page 5



Dear Mr. Spencer

believe all the books and the video tape
sent me. | was deeply overwhelmed by y
generosity. | fully intended to pay for t
books that | ordered, so | would like you
accept my contribution to your ministry.
can’t thank you enough for your books t
you have written.

| had always been told that you didn't 2

guestions, you just accepted that the Morinonhcouldn’t get enough and things just star

Church was true and the “only” true chu
on the earth. | am so saddened by my pa
and sisters who so blindly continue to be
ceived and participate in the temple cere
nies. | was shocked to find out what the wH
meaning of the temple ceremony was re
all about.

| had only gone to the temple six or se
times in the one year that | had receive

Letters and emails

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! I couldft self sitting along the wall on chairs waitif

yofor a “good Mormon” guy to ask me to dan

ourHow pathetic now that | look back. | wouldr tj

nehave ANY of them!
to | went to the library and was directed
Iyour first book,Beyond Mormonism: A
haElder’s Storyand a host of other books of tq
timonies of other ex-Mormons. | read one a
Iskanother for three weeks straight day and ni

chelicking and making sense! | went to the
ertigary again just a week and a half ago
deagain was directed to your bod¥srmonism’s
moFemple of Doom, Whited SepulchargjHave
ol&rou Witnessed to a Mormon LatelyPhose
Allpooks prompted me to call you personally
write a letter of resignation to the Bishop,
eistake President, and the President of
d @hurch. | want to break the emotional ties

temple recommend. | never knew exactly w
they were saying or really what any of it me

| just followed along. | was more intrigued{atChurch is one of Satan’s churches and | d
the way people looked than paying any atferwant any part of it.

tion to what was really going on. | always

uncomfortable in the temple and knew someer and | have been attending Capital Ch
| wanted a non-gle-

thing just wasn’t right. | now know that t
Lord was with me the whole time.

| had given my life to Christ three yea
ago while watching either the 700 Club
some Christian program on TV. My fifte
year marriage was falling apart and | v
scared. | continued to watch the Christian
grams (John Hagee was my favorite) on
and listen on the radio. | knew that God |
changing me in some way, but | didn't y
know how. | just assumed | was suppose]
go back to the Mormon Church and “dd
right.” | had been away from the Church si
| was eighteen, it had been twenty years.

My parents were converts when | W
three and so | was baptized when | was e
| never paid attention to the Church whe
was growing up either. | always dreaded
ing and when | got there, my one sister al
would hide in the bathroom, or go out to
car. | am now convinced the lord was wg
ing on me from the very start.

Anyway, after counseling with th
Bishop, | filed for divorce but had to wait g

haEVERYTHING that has to do with Mormor
nism. | am totally convinced that the Morm

It  As|mentioned to you before, my daug
etian Center on Fairview.

nominational church to go to, as I'm not reg
irsto “join” another church at this time or may
omever. I'm very sorry to see so many dect
ENloving people just jump into an organizati
asvith blind faith and never question anythir
Dro-  This journey had made me question 3
T\6eek the answers to everything | feel is im
vagant in my life. | am thankful to the Lord e

d for people like you that are willing to tell tH

ittruth and expose evil. | hope that I will fing

c@ice Christian man that will have my daug
ter and me, and who loves the Lord first

agray that you and your family will be rich

ghtlessed and safe. | thank you again for y

N generosity and time.

go-

ndSincerely,

he

rkSusie and Holly

e
ixDear Mr. Spencer:

months before our daughter was out of sc
for the year. | continued to go to church e

Sunday and even had my daughter baptigel® see how things are going. This stuff is
I moved here (Boise) in June of 1998 and ¢orew to me so | hope | can get my mess
tinued to go to church for the next year-angl-#&cross to these Mormon people. Man, it's |
half. For some reason | wanted to find pufying to get out of a gang!! | did not realiz
more about the Church and was starting teow difficult this might be! I'm sending you
have doubts. | attended some singles dancgpy of a letter | wrote and | quoted your wo
and let me tell you, the guys that go to thpsexactly. I didn’t know what to say myself, sq
things are “LOSERS!” | felt like a loser mjy-

ool

etery day for opening my eyes to the truth an

was glad to use your words

| decided after speaking to you tonight,
that | would write to the Bishop again and
Shopefully put an end to this nightmare! I'm
f'sending you a copy of the letter | wrote him,
just to keep you up on what's happened.

| continue to be amazed and in awe of my
@ NEW” found Jesus Christ and | have confi-
' dence that | can go forward with faith and cour-
Sage. Thank you again for your support and
@lenerosity
pht.
ﬁglay God bless you always,
A cerely,

Susie and Holly

nd
g

e, .Wife No. 19

Hontinued from front page.

P'$he, herself was eventually a polygamous
Pife of Brigham Young. She watched as
htler parents became discouraged with
[iMormonism (but stuck with it).
Eventually she became a Christian
d@nd divorced Brigham Young, a very risky
péhing to do in Utah during the time of
prBlood Atonement. But she was encour-
baged by a Protestant minister and his wife.
9She found courage in God. In time she
bt only wrote a fascinating insider’s re-
%Sort of life in Utah, but she traveled
l'tgroughout the United States telling her
Story.

a She writes with great objectivity and
hwith a clear eye and strong voice. She is
not at all unkind to the Mormon people
ywhom she regards as under the spell of
ogharismatic leaders who know full well the
deception they practice. | have not read
anything which projects a more complete
picture of what it must have been like to
live under the strong hand of the Mormon

Church in its early years.

Her story, however, is not simply his-
tory. It offers an extremely valuable and
insightful look into Mormonism. There

rythank you again for calling me this evenings much here for us who want to under-

Phtand what makes people continue in a
M4Ystem which, from the outside, appears
e.%o palpably false and unsatisfying. Those
L who have ever asked themselves “What
gakes intelligent people stay in a system
flike this?” will benefit from reading this

book. H

=
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