
ground outside the temple compound walls and walk on them.  
This occurred during a Mormon General Conference.
 I canʼt balme him for being upset with that.  The slogan of 

my ministry for the past twenty-fi ve 
years has been “Truth without Love 
is too hard; Love without Truth is 
too soft.”  Itʼs elementary—nasti-
ness is not godliness.
 However, the half that is wrong 
with the bridge-building approach is 
that—in fact —it seldom gets to the 
hard tuth of Mormonism—that it is 
an evil system conceived in hell, de-

signed to take people to hell.
 Telling people they are 
nice,  and exploring our “common 
ground” is not the Gospel—it is the 
prelude to the Gospel.  The Truth 
will hurt, it isnʼt pretty, and it canʼt 
be avoided.  And the truth does not 
arise by osmosis out of relation-
ship.

Ravi in the Tabernacle
The bridges approach fails to fully 
recognize the extremely destructive 
nature of Mormonism.  In my expe-
rience, those who want to “relate” 
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Through

Maze
the

Living Faith Church

A Story I Never Wanted to Write

My heart sank when I heard that noted Christian apolo-
gist, Ravi Zacharias, was slated to speak in the Mor-
mon Tabernacle.  I knew it would be fruitless for 

me to try to reach him—the 
decision had already been 
made.  So, I turned my face 
away and held my nose.  
This would be one more at-
tempt—stemming from a 
well-meaning, but, in my 
opinion, misinformed ap-
proach—to the Cult of Mor-
monism.
 This approach argues 
that we can reach Mormons 
for Christ simply by build-
ing wholesome relationships 
with them.  The bridge-build-
ing approach.  Build it and 
they will come. Itʼs a half-
right approach, but there are 
big problems with it.
 The half that is right is 
the idea that good manners 
attract people better than bad 
manners.  True!  We all know 
that.  And, of course, not ev-
eryone uses good manners 
in preaching the Gospel.  
“Standing Together Minis-
ries,” one of the bridge-
building ministries, was born 
after its founder had watched 
street preachers throw Mor-
mon temple garments on the Continued on page 2
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Mr. Zacharias,

My name is Rauni Higley and I am a former Mor-
mon. 
  I was converted to Mormonism in 1963, in Fin-
land. I believed it completely. I served a full-time 
Mission for the LDS Church there and after that 
came to Salt Lake City, and worked as a transla-
tor and interpreter for the leaders of the Mormon 
Church for over 14 years. I learned from the lead-
ers of the church as well as from their own docu-
ments what Mormonism really is. I learned that I 
had been deceived. Mormonism is not biblical, it 
is not Christianity.
 My husband, who was a sixth-generation LDS, 
and I, with our daughters, left the LDS church in 
1983 after becoming a born-again believer in  
the Biblical Jesus and His gospel.
 I, with my husband, have been ministering to 
Mormons from that time on.
 This, your meeting in Salt Lake City, has 
caused a lot of damage to the ministries like ours, 
mainly because your organizers, Greg John-
son and BYU’s Robert Millet, had included in the 
program Fuller’s Richard Mouw, and Biola’s Craig 
Hazen, and what they said on Sunday night.
It was evident to us, from the start of this plan, that 
the only ones that were going to benefi t from this 
event were the organizers, Johnson and Millet 
and, of course, the LDS Church!

Rauni Higley, hismin.com

Letter from Bishop
Leaving Mormonism
(Page 3)
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to Mormons suffer under the delusion 
that Mormonism simply is Christianity 
with doctrinal problems.  That evalua-
tion is dead wrong! You will not get that 
perspective from those who have been 
rescued out of the Mormon system.  The 
letter by the 
British Mor-
mon Bishop 
in this news-
letter will 
give you a 
better perspective.  People like me, who 
spend their lives cleaning the mud off 
Mormon survivors, do not want to have 
a relationship with Mormoism, we donʼt 
want to have a “meaningful dialogue” 
with Mormonism, we do not want to play 
footsey with Mormonism. We want to 
rescue Mormons from Mormonism!
 No one, not even a solid Bible-be-
lieving apologist like Ravi Zacharias, 
can hope to approach Mormonism with-
out a bottom line revulsion for Mormon-
ism and all it stands for.  If they could 
see the blood in the streets, they might be 
less inclined to do anything which could 
be construed as  validating Mormonism.  
And that is exactly what Ravi did.

Validading Mormonism
Mormon Church lead-
ers, we need to under-
stand, are salivating for 
recognition from the 
larger Christian Com-
munity.  Mormonism 
wants to have Easter 
services with us and 
to have Mormon Bish-
ops join the Ministe-
rial Alliance—heck, 
they even want the lo-
cal Ward to come paint 
your church!  Why?  
Because they are sick 
to death of hearing that 
they are not legitimate 
Christians (which is the 
truth).  They are sick 
of their missionaries 
getting rebuffed at the 
door (which is a good thing).  They are 
sick of being excluded.
 So, when a national Christian fi gure 
comes to the Tabernacle—regardless of 
what he says—his presence is the news, 

not what he says.  His presence is what 
the press reported.  His presence is what 
the Council of the Twelve bragged about. 
His presence is what the Stake Presidents, 
Bishops, Regional Representatives, and 
Mormon politicians and businessmen 

talked about 
over Dr. Pep-
per.  “Wow, 
did you see 
where that 
heavy-duty 

Christian preacher was in the tabernacle 
and everybody was getting along fa-
mously?”
 In todayʼs photo-op world, the fact 
that Ravi mentioned that there were sig-
nifi cant differences between Mormonism 
and Christianity made about as much 
impact as saying there are differences 
between Coke and Pepsi.  (Iʼm into soft 
drink allusions).

But it gets worse—much worse
Back to “Standing Together,” the ministry 
founded by Greg Johnson, the man who 
initiated the program at the Tabernacle.  
Johnson and a Mormon scholar, Robert 
Millet, tour the West having touchey-
feely “dialogue,” disigned to promote 
mutual respect and understanding.  And 

part of that was to bring Ravi to Salt Lake 
City.
 “Standing Together” also hosted an-
other emminent theologian at the Taber-

nacle event, Dr. Richard Mouw, President 
of Fuller Theological Society.  During 
the meeting, Mouw told the Mormon au-
dience:

 “Let me state it clearly. We evangeli-
cals have sinned against you...Weʼve 
often seriously misrepresented the 
beliefs and practices of members of 
the LDS faith...Itʼs a terrible thing to 
bear false witness. ... Weʼve told you 
what you believe without fi rst asking 
you.”

 Now do you understand why my 
heart sank when I heard Ravie was go-
ing to Salt Lake?  During my 25 years 
of ministry to Latter-day Saints, I have 
prayed with hundreds of Mormons to re-
ceive Christ as Lord and Savior.  In every 
case, I clearly articulated that Mormon-
ism was a cult, an abberation, a false gos-
pel.  I said it was “too broke to fi x and 
must be abandoned.”
   That is different from telling folks 
that they are great people in a great (but 
somewhat fl awed) system.  That ap-
proach—in my opinion—gives the cult-
ist the idea that there is not very much 
wrong with him or his belief system.
   Well-meaning, godly, and dedicated 
Christians who are not well acquainted 
with Mormonismʼs “doctines of demons” 

often tell me that 
confronation “does 
not work.”  “Argu-
ing with a Mormon,” 
they say, “will never 
lead them to Christ.” 
Really?  (Let me get 
my breath here)  Re-
ally?  Then, I must 
ask:  How many 
Mormons have they 
won to Christ?  How 
many Mormons have 
they personally led 
to Christ?
 The question 
is not “How many 
Mormons have you 
had friendly dis-
cussions with?”  It 
is not “How many 

Mormons like you?”  It is not “What 
new evangelistic theory are you bring-
ing to the discussion?”  The question is, 
“How many Mormons have you won to 
Christ?”  Donʼt tell me my method is 
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Mike Gray, pastor of Southeast [Southern] Baptist Church in Salt Lake 
City, told Southern Baptist Convention’s Baptist Press:
“[Mouw] was wrong...And it will hurt...his comments were “insensi-
tive,” “inaccurate,” and “ignorant” of activities by many evangelical 
Christian churches in the Salt Lake City area.
 “He doesn’t live here and he doesn’t know what we do,” Gray 
said. “We haven’t been ugly to our Mormon neighbors. We love them 
and care about them...comments like Mouw’s present Christians with 
yet another obstacle in their work to evangelize and minister to Mor-
mons throughout the world. The comments blur the lines between 
Mormon and evangelical Christian teaching.”
 Tim Clark, executive director of the Utah-Idaho Baptist Conven-
tion, said that a statement from an evangelical leader like Mouw’s 
can cause weak believers to stumble and and give credence to the 
Mormon message by muddying the waters.  “[Mouw is] sending a 
message to Mormons that they are a part of mainstream Christian-
ity...The Mormons will take that and use that kind of language. It’s a 
half truth, but that’s how they report it,”
—The Christian Post/November 24, 2004

over Dr. Pep-
per.  “Wow, 
did you see 
where that 
heavy-duty 

Do you think the Faith has conquered the 
world and that lions no longer need keepers?
    Do you have to be told that whatever has 
been can still be?—T. S. Eliot



trashcans to be disposed of. And, yes, it 
is as dramatic and as fi nal as that. 
 Why is a religion—an appar-
ent Christian religion—so diffi cult to 
leave? LDS would probably say because 
it is true and it is the Spirit that is making 
it diffi cult as He holds onto the wavering 
member. And yet, throughout all this 
struggle I have experienced a sense of 
desire to be free, a longing for what 

was ahead, and 
a fear of what 
was behind me. 
I believe that I 
am a rational per-
son, level head-
ed, and I hold a 
responsible posi-
tion in the com-
pany that I work 
for. And yet, I 
sense panic and 
fear that “they 
will get me.” By 

they, I mean the LDS Church. I do not 
wish to demonize them, but there is great 
fear in leaving. I almost see myself as an 
undercover resistance fi ghter in Scandi-
navia or France during the Second World 
War, and the next knock on the door will 
be the “SS” or the “Gestapo.” This is dra-
matic, but it best describes how I feel. 
 It all started in 2001 when my wife 
told me about her “friend”. We were tem-
ple-sealed members, me of 15 years mem-
bership and she of 20. I was devastated. 
I remember once looking at a multi-story 
parking garage and wondering if some-
one jumped whether they would actually 
kill themselves, or whether it needed to 
be higher. At the very lowest point in my 
life, when all was despair, I saw a pic-
ture in my mind of a crowd of people 
surrounding me. These were my friends 
and my family, church leaders. And one 
by  one they  all  left,  not  a  single   one

Only one thing could force this
temple-going former Mormon
Bishop to leave the Church:

Discovering Mormonism is a fraud

Dear Jim, 

I thought that I would write to you to 
tell you some of my story. Iʼm not ex-
actly sure at which stage I am currently, 
but I tend to think that there are still 
some very rocky roads to travel. I think 
however one thing is so clear, and that 
is just how diffi cult it is to disentangle 
oneself from Mormonism. 
 I was born 
by the sea in 
England and 
we would 
often experi-
ence oil spills 
from tankers 
d ischarging 
their waste 
at sea, or 
perhaps run-
ning aground. 
This would 
cause ter-
rible damage 
to the coast and to the seabirds. As a 
boy I would often watch as workers at-
tempted to clean off the crude oil from 
seagulls with cotton buds. I saw half 
dead birds with no energy left to drag 
themselves out of the oil, to be sucked 
back and die. Even those birds who 
were cleaned, if they were released too 
soon, would go back into the sea and 
sink, because the waterproofi ng had 
been washed from their feathers by the 
cleaning detergents. 
 I think that the analogy applies to 
my  “escape from Mormonism.”  It is 
a thick black crude oil, from which you 
need help to escape, and you need sup-
port after you escape. But I suppose, 
like many of the seagulls on the beach-
es, many will just get shoveled up with 
the sand and the oil, and dumped into 
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wrong until you have fruit from your un-
scriptural “lovey-dovey” (what we used 
to call “sloppy agape”) ideas.
 Mabey those who come to Mormon-
dom to reach Mormons for Christ ought 
to at least talk to those who have done 
the job.  Get our opinion. There are lots 
of us. Like Blaine Hunsaker, my friend 
from Brigham City, Utah who wrote Dr. 
Mouw:

I was a Mormon for 43 years.  After 
receiving the “real” Jesus into my 
life, I have been a missionary to the 
Mormons for 23 years.  It is most dis-
heartening that...you have been given 
a voice in the [Mormon] media...

One Caveat
I do realize that Mormons come to Christ 
through lots of methods.  Not everyone 
starts or even ends with confrontation.  I 
am objecting to methods which never get 
to confrontation.
 One method that does work and 
which I respect is the operation of the 
local Evangelical churches in Mormon-
dom.  This model sets up a church and 
preaches a no-compromise Gospel.  It 
does not actively challenge Mormonism, 
but it does not avoid the discussion on 
an individual case basis.  In this model, 
a Mormon comes to church, sits on the 
back row, and leaves early.  That happens 
sometimes for weeks or months.  They 
are drawn to Christ.
 But at some point, when their cour-
age is suffi cient, they approach the pas-
tor and ask him, “What do you think of 
Mormonism.”  Then they hear the Truth.  
Certainly a truth packaged in love, but 
the truth nonetheless.
 That model is certainly not what 
ministries such as “Standing Together,” 
(and other similar programs) advocate.  
Those models succeed in having ongoing 
doctrinal  “discussions,” at the expense 
of godly confrontation.

We grope for the wall like the blind, 
and we grope as if [we had] no 
eyes: we stumble at noonday as in 
the night; ...And judgment is turned 
away backward, and justice stand-
eth afar off: for truth is fallen in the 
street, and equity cannot enter. (Is. 
59:10-14)

was ahead, and 
a fear of what 
was behind me.
I believe that I 
am a rational per-
son, level head-
ed, and I hold a 
responsible posi-
tion in the com-
pany that I work 
for. And yet, 
sense panic and 
fear that “they 
will get me.” 

G.K. Chesterton said:
“There is a notion abroad that to win a 
man we must agree with him. Actually, 
the opposite is true. Each generation 
has had to be converted by the man 
who contradicted it most. The man who 
is going in a wrong direction will never 
be set right by the affable religionist who 
falls into step beside him and goes the 
same way. Someone must place himself 
across the path and insist that the stray-
ing man turn around and go in the right 
direction.”



greatly than the Savior. But, remember 
I spoke of my earlier divorce? Remember 
how it almost ended me? Well, after that 
divorce, I was blessed to meet a wonder-
ful woman to whom I am now married. 
She has taught me what it means to be 
loved and to be able to trust again in mar-
riage. And in any relationship. Of course 
you know the punch line—my wife is 
LDS and a staunch believer. 
 We have discussed a number of points 

of doctrine but Iʼm afraid I have 
hit a brick wall so far. The best ex-
ample of this was during a recent 
conversation about the temple 
ceremony. We discussed Lucifer 
giving commands to the members 
attending the ceremony and them 
following what he has said (put-
ting on our aprons). The reply was 

that she had no problem with following a 
command from Satan since it was in the 
offi cial temple ceremony! 
 Jim, the Lord does require sacrifi ce, 
but I do not want it to be my wife, whom 
I so dearly love. I do have confi dence that 
the Lord will provide a way. Perhaps I 
am to be the means of bringing her out. I 
desperately hope so. Until then my talks 
in sacrament meeting are refreshing; they 
speak of Christ and only of Christ. My 
comments in Sunday School and Priest-
hood are historically accurate, but new to 
even the old High Priests and hopefully 
thought provoking. Iʼm a “fi fth colum-
nist” in their midst. But I long for the day 
when I can be open, and yes, fi nally free. 
 Sharon Taylor and I have been ex-
changing emails, and indeed it was she 
that put me into contact with you. I have 
read two of your books with gratitude. I 
suppose I am writing to you to tell you 
my story to say thank you for your part 
in my conversion, to commend Sharon 
for her example that has played an-
other important role, and to offer my 
words perhaps as a means of assisting 
others. Whilst I have posted on an LDS 
bulletin board under the name of “Prince 
Hal,” and they now know of my conver-
sion to Christ, my e-mail to you is another 
step to declaring that which I believe. And 
of course, to ask for your experience and 
your prayers that may assist. 

Hal 

of them able to bear the pain that I was 
going through. Eventually, they were 
all gone—all but one person. I remem-
ber the experience as clearly today as I 
did then, and it brings tears to my eyes 
today as it did those many months ago. 
I turned around and looked straight 
into the face of the only person who 
I felt could understand my pain, the 
Savior Jesus Christ. My life today is a 
witness to me of the love and the power 
of God. For the fi rst time 
in my membership of the 
LDS Church I truly knew 
that Jesus Christ loved 
me. I remained fi rm in 
the LDS Church, but did 
not realize at the time that 
this event had changed 
my entire perspective on 
God and my relationship to Him.
 I remained fi rm in the LDS faith. 
I was, after all, a temple recom-
mend holder, a High Priest, a former 
Young Menʼs President, Ward Clerk, 
High Counselor, Bishopʼs Counselor 
and for almost 4 years, a Bishop. I 
am in the Mormon sense “a worthy 
temple recommend holder.” I have 
no grudge against anyone. I havenʼt 
been offended, Iʼm not under Church 
disciplinary action, I havenʼt com-
mitted gross sin that requires Church 
action. There is no reason for me to 
leave the LDS Church other than one 
all-compelling, fundamental fact: 
Mormonism is false; it is not what it 
claims to be—”The only true Church 
upon the face of this earth.” And for 
as much as it seems harsh to say, it is 
not a Christian church, because I do 
not know the Christ that it preaches. 
 ...I remember as a missionary that 
I taught that the LDS gospel was like 
an inverted pyramid. It all stood on a 
single point, the apex of the pyramid. 
This point was the “testimony” of the 
truthfulness of the Book of Mormon. If 
this book were the keystone of the reli-
gion, it stood or fell upon this “feeling.” 
But the Truth of God is not built on a 
feeling, but on evidences —evidences 
solid and foundational. His ways are 
revealed in the Bible. They are not re-
vealed in the early history of the LDS 
Church or in the Book of Mormon. 

 We are taught, and we teach oth-
ers in the LDS Church, that the “feel-
ing” we had when we were taught by 
the missionaries, is the clear proof 
that everything else taught by the LDS 
Church is true. As a missionary I was 
taught that whenever an “investigator 
felt something, an emotion, anything 
unusual during the discussions, that we 
were to immediately explain to them 
that this was in fact the Spirit testifying 

of the truthfulness of the message. But, 
no matter how much President Gordon 
B. Hinckley attempts to drag the LDS 
Church towards the mainstream, and 
no matter how many times the temple 
ceremonies are changed (we now no 
longer promise that we may be disem-
boweled if we reveal the “secrets” of 
the temple)—nothing changes the fact 
that the Church is all founded upon a 
lie. 
 Jim, you may well believe that 
this Mormon Bishop is now saved. 
And indeed when it comes to know-
ing my Savior, then I am. But I am 
not yet saved from Mormonism. The 
oil is still thick over me and I cannot as 
yet fl y. And of course I know the dan-
ger. Many of the birds on the beaches 
were cleaned of the oil. But by the time 
they had been, it had worked into its 
skin and the bird died of poisoning and 
fright. I know the need to do as others 
have done—to be brave people because 
they are genuine heroes. I need to leave 
Mormondom offi cially. 
 I cannot say—since it would be un-
true—that the Lord does not want me 
to leave Mormonism now. He does. He 
wants me to do it immediately. I know 
the LDS Church cannot be true. I wince 
when I sit in sacrament meeting and lis-
ten to the doctrine taught. I am physi-
cally nauseous when I hear Joseph 
Smith praised more often and more 

hit a brick wall so far. The best ex-
ample of this was during a recent 
conversation about the temple 
ceremony. We discussed Lucifer 
giving commands to the members 
attending the ceremony and them 
following what he has said (put-
ting on our aprons). The reply was 

Hal, the former Mormon Bishop:

“God bless you, Jim, for the work that you do. God bless 
those who pray for people like me. Thank you, Jesus, 
for all that you have done and now do for me.” 
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