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Getting to the High Priest

Returning to the Promise of the Book of Hebrews

tament use of the word priest. Wghey would begin to understand. women into the pres-

are called a royal priesthood, a In fact, most of the New Testamenence of Jesus. We /
holy nation (I Pet. 2:9) and yet, for us therattempts to help us come to grips with thisave no power
is but one High Priest, Jesus Christ (Hebew and living relationship opened upo heal them
4:14). Itis no wonder that so many viewahen God became Man. or to £
exist, within Christendom, about the na- When Jesus ascended into heaven lddhange
ture of priesthood. took on a new role—that of the High Priest

Everyone agrees on the general defivho ever lives to intercede for us at the
nition of the duties of a priest. He is soméhrone of God (Heb. 7:25) A new priest-
one who intercedes between men and Gdwod era dawned. Now those who ac-
In the Old Testament, the tribe of Levi wasept the priesthood of Christ have bold
set apart by God to offer sacrifices for thaccess to Him. They are invited tc»
sins of the people. Only the priests coulglo directly
enter the Tabernacle and officiate in the
Temple. Those who were not of the tribe
of Levi could not enter the Holy
Place. They did not have access
to, or direct contact with
God.

What changed in
the New Testament is
that God took on flesh
and dwelt among us sc
that we could behold

A paradox surrounds the New Tesderstand what He meant at the time, latarho show men and

them. But we know Who does. We do
not possess inherent wisdom, righteous-
ness, or holiness, rather:
...Christ Jesus...has become for us
wisdom from God—that is, our righ-

into His presence to find real help in time (Confinued on page 2)

His glory. (John 1:14) of need.
And after He lived with the What does it mean, thepMost of the religious error of the cults during
Apostles for three years He aboutour priesthood—that wi the past two thousand years has been confu-

told them that He would leave them, buare a holy priesthood? [tSion about the nature and role of Jesus Christ.
He would send another Comforter Whaneans that we function in t e."g;;’us ;y::e,:“s attempt to rdelr:;seg c’:hhuman
would bein them as He had beemith role of introducing others t z::lre:)be?:\g m??:zzzgﬁsqx eh q?/ e w“:"sH?:"
them. Although the Apostles did not unthe High Priest. We are thoge
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teousness, holiness and redemptioh.

(I Cor. 1:30)

Whatever keeps men and women from
Christ keeps them in bondage. Whatever
moves them towards the High Priest sg-
cures their liberty and healing.

The Book of Hebrews was written tg
Jewish converts to Christ. Apparentiy
soon the bloom of liberty in their relation
ship with Christ began to fade. Now they
looked longingly back to Judaism. Like
many modern-day Christians they were in
danger of abandoning their open relation-
ship with Christ in favor of a religious sys
tem. In response to this the writer of th
Book of Hebrews issued a strong warr
ing: “If you do not enter into the prom-
ised rest you have been offered in Chrigt,
you are in grave danger!”

What was that danger? Was it that
they were in danger of “losing their sal
vation?” Let's don't get sidetracked in that
discussion. It is enough for us to realize
that they are warned that if they went bagk
to their old religious ways they would
deeply regret it. They would live in the
Old Way rather in the New and Living
Way. (Hebrews 10:20) They would fai
to enter boldly into the throne room wher
they would find mercy and grace to hel
them in their time of need.

The temptation is as strong today—
the temptation to seek help somewhefe
other than at the throne of grace. The other
(or OId) ways include religion and self-
help philosophies of every sort. Ulti-
mately, these methods leave us worn-out
and discouraged. Only the Presence pf
the High Priest can offer us the grace and
mercy we need faeal help.

And how do we enter that throng
room. Simple. Through prayer. | do ngt
mean a prayer service, or a prayer vigi,
although there is a time and place for both.
But what the Book of Hebrews teaches ys
is that God is near us. His Son is ever
ready to give us the help we need. It (s
our job to ask Him for that help.

We must enter the throne room regu
larly to maintain our open lines of com
munication and relationship. | pray we
take the advice of the writer of Hebrew
and enter the throne room of the Hig
Priest—with open-faced confidence—s
that we find rest, relationship, peace, wig
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Overview of the Promise and
Warning of the Book of Hebrews

The Promise: You will find real help from the
hand of the High Priest at the throne of grace

1. The Old Way vs. the New Way:
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many tim
and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his §
(Heb. 1:1-2)

2. Pay attention lest we drift away:

We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard,
that we do not drift away. (Heb. 2:1)

3. Jesus shared our humanity to conquer death:

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity
that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—th
is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by thei
fear of death. (Heb. 2:14)

4. Fix our thoughts on Jesus, our apostle and high priest:

Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thought
on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. (Heb. 3:1)

5. Be careful we do not fall short:

Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be care
that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. (Heb. 4:1)

6. Enter our rest today:

Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it Today, when a long tim
later he spoke through David, as was said before: "Today, if you hear h
voice, do not harden your hearts." For if Joshua had given them rest, G
would not have spoken later about another day. There remains, then, a S
bath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God's rest also re
from his own work, just as God did from his. Let us, therefore, make ever
effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of]
disobedience. (Heb. 4:7-11)

7. Approach the throne of grace with confidence and receive real
help:

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the he
ens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For W
do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknessg
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are --yet V
without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, 9
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of nee

The Warning: If you fail to enter boldly into

the throne room, you are in danger of drifting
away from the help an presence of God.
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Letters

Jim, that Mormonism really is. aLﬁDear Mr. Spencer,

| still have a lot of questions and |

| left the Mormon organization a bit overreally hoping that there is a resource
seven years ago after a very traumatiZifitglp here in the Boise area... Thank y
experience with several active membgr&r your fortitude in speaking out.
Up until a couple of weeks before Thanks-

giving this year [2001] | hadn’t evejhBarbara

opened a book of Mormon and every time

| was even near a book with “Mormon” |n
the title, whether in a bookstore or a |li-

brary, I quickly moved past it. For someDear Mr. Spencer,
reason, one evening last November Wmile

| was at the Ada Community Library a
absent-mindedly looking around the islegou Thank you for your book, Have Yo
of books, | saw the titiBeyond Mormon; witnessed to a Mormon Lately. About

ONMe would like to thank you for writing

olHave you Witnessed to a Mormon
Lately?" We recently considered joining
the Mormon church! It seems so crazy
now that I look back on it.

They made themselves appear to be-
lieve the very same things that we do. They
put on the mask of this perfect church and
everything we wanted to hear they told us.
| am so angry and hurt that we almost

d just wanted to tell you Thank you Thapivanted to raise up our baby girl in this

wchurch! After reading your book (which
4ny mother pleaded for me to read) | can-

ism Something triggered the idea thaf inonth or so ago, my daughter and hélot believe that they covered up all of the

was just simply time to try to deal with ft.husband told me that they had been atte

fdfings that the church was really built
upon!

In looking through the other publicationgng the Mormon church for 3 months.
that they had on the shelf, | was amagegbt your book from the church library, re

d lamsoenraged because they are mis-

at how much there was dealing with myt, watched God Makers and stuff. Welleading thousands of Christians every-

own personal problems and concerns Wite just panicked.

where! They are literally wolves in sheep's

them. My husband and | did everything th glothing. And we were spared because of
That night | checked oeyond Mor-{ we could do to try to convince them t athe way that you shed light on the part of

monism. Whited Sepulchrasd the reprinf they were going down the wrong path] {he mormon maze we could not see. The

of Rev. Lamb’'sGolden Biblel read the[ gave her your book and told her to read ipart that they claim is just rumors intended

entire book ofBeyond Mormonisnthe Well within the next week she callddo keep people away from the "truth".

next day and | could hardly believe all thene and thanked me for making her rgaf/e owe so much to you, because you have

old stuff that kept coming up inside m&t. She has studied and studied and rd&d us back to the Bible where the only

remembering my own personal experiendagas decided that she needs to tackle|tigth can be found.

with thatorganization. Whited Sepulchreéseople that tried to brainwash her. She pas

was painful to go through because it flilhecome much more solid in her own helhank You.

ther confirmed my experience that | hadlefs, radically so. She told me about ydur

seven years ago. Finally, when | began t9ebsite, and says that she has a|reaa9nnifer and Family

read and studfhe Golden Biblel just | written you thanking you. Her name is

broke down many times, realizing that ‘thgennifer.

book of Mormor_l’ really is spurio_us. _ Thanks so much for helping me to
Upon returning some of the first titleskeep them straight (and to protect the lives

that | had checked out back to the librgrgf my grandchildren as well) Your book

| then checked outemple of Doonand| has changed our lives. | intend to learn

in
Print

Finally! Back
qave you NG
H\NITI'IESG'E‘{'I being

the Tanner’s big booMormonism:| more too, | guess all I need to do now is to| REEIG (LRILEIR  printed

Shadow or RealityJpon readingemple| ask her...
of Doom,l was so shook up knowing that
| had taken satanic oaths and covenangsry truly,

curse on our children. Our names are $till
on their records and we just simply want
OUT, lock stock and barrel! Needless|to
say, after studying/lormonism: Shadow
or Reality,I'm totally blown awayat the
complete subversive, dysfunctional mess

and I'm still beside myself wondering |if M Tanes . _ P
we've invoked some kind of generatiorjahnita % Z no larer
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i fItE[_?' Should

be
shipping

than
June 1

My sincere apologies for the delay to those
who donated to this project. Thanks for your

patience, your book will be shipped soon!
(p. s.— my last newsletter mistakenly
reported on this project as the reprinting of
Hard Case Witnessing. That book has never
been out of print.)




Withessing
To Mormons

Answering Recurring
Questions about
Mormonism

What is
“Baptism for the Dead?”

A lady wrote me asking about the M
mon concept “Baptism for the Dead
Anyone who has dealt with Latter-d
Saints knows that the Church does pr
baptisms for dead people. Itis this pr
tice (along with other temple rites) whi
drives Mormonism’s genealogical r
search. They collect the names of d
people from thoughout the world and
baptisms for them. That is so justin c
those dead people (who now suppose

inhabit a place called “Spirit Prison”) wapt scriptures telling us about water bapti

to become Mormons they can do so
accepting the proxy baptism (and other
dinances) done on earth in the temple

My first response to the woman w
that we really have no idea what the
scure reference in | Cor. 15:29 means

Else what shall they do which are b3g

tized for the dead, if the dead rise

at all? why are they then baptized
the dead?

Nowhere else in the Bible is therg
reference to such a practice. Of cours
is conceivable Pawbasreferring to wa-
ter baptism on behalf of dead peop
However, he may not have been think
of that at all. We just don't know. H

doesn't elaborate. This chapter is not i

any other way connected to baptism
This chapter is about the resurrect

of the dead. Basically Paul is arguing tha

after we die we will be resurrected.

made that argument because many Je
did not believe in bodily resurrection+
notably the Saducees. Here Paul say$ th

)
;rorof Christ and has denigrated the Bibl

Besides making up an imaginary d
trine to go with “baptism for the dea
Mormonism makes another grave misf
in this chapter. It turns Paul's analogy
the glory of the resurrected body to
eartly into a doctrine about “many he
ens.” It decides this passage refers
telestial heaven, a terrestrial heaven,
a celestial heaven. Again, no such
trine is taught in the Bible.

So, Paul’s reference to baptism for|
dead seems out of place. We are le
speculate about what he meant. S
have suggested that, since the chap

r- really about the resurrection of the bg
. Paul may have been suggesting that
ny foolish to be baptized if Jesus is not re|
pxyected (ie. is "dead").

he- It is OK to speculate about obsc
ch passages of scripture. What is not O
0- to develop a hardened doctrinal posi

dointerpreting scripture is that you ne
dlyeference. For example, we have lot

byabout adultery, about idolatry, etc. But
orhave this one, single reference to "bap
5. for the dead.”

as  Itis plain wrong to build a whole th
pb-0logy on something that the Bible does

t<£s
paffom such a passage. A primary rule| for

hsduild a major doctrine on such an obs¢

Please Do This!

; -very year | send thousands of pieces of
tit%rature—at no charge—to those who
rite or email me requesting information.
any of those individuals are writing in
response to classified and small display

vertisements in local newspapers.

ose ads are placed by friends of

rough the Mazevho want to help reach
e?% into their communities.

dg Please consider running an ad in your

)
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er. Here are a couple of suggestions.
S fiease don’t change anything in the ads

%ecause, ultimately, |1 have to be respon-
u?éble for the wording.

The Book of Mormon: Another Wit-
ness for Christ? A Mormon Gen-
eral Authority discovered that the
Pl Book of Mormon isnot divine. For
'€a copy of the pamphlet, “The Dis-
of appointment of B. H. Roberts,”
M, write:
@hrough the Maze, Box 8656. Boise
M ID 83707
1-800-871-7120
www.mazeministry.com

b
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expand upon. But Mormonism does
p-repeatedly. That is because Mormor
thas isolated itself from the healthy b

the only rule of faith and doctrine.
aMormonism other books of scripture
b, iother “prophetic” imaginings determ
doctrinal positions. B
le.
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Boise Aread
Bible Study

(o]
5

He
Idaho each Wednesday night at |
ridian Assembly of God. Meeting

dead are resurrected and that their
bodies are gloriously more wonderful t
their original earthly bodies. He said

glory of the resurrected body is as differ-
ent from the earthly as the brightnesg of

the sun is from the brightness of the m

ofre at 1830 North Linder Road. We @
currently studying the Book of Hebrew

g:or directions call 888-0063. -

n.

b

teach a Bible Study in Meridiaf

Ifat
iim“The Disappointment of B. H.
D@ly Roberts.” How one Mormon
asceneral Authority and well
n known author discovered that
dthe Book of Mormon is not Di-
L vine.
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Through the Maze, Box 8656. Boise
ID 83707
1-800-871-7120
www.mazeministry.com

Your Last
Newsletter?

e never charge fdrhrough the
Maze,however, we must hear
from you once a year in order
to continue to send it to you. You do not
have to send a donation, just return the
purple card and check the box., “Renew
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my subscription.” i



