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“Truth without Love is too hard; Love without Truth is too soft”
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Short Creek Raid Deja vu
Those ignorant of history are doomed to repeat it

Eldorado, Texas 2008

Short Creek, Arizona 1953

On April 3rd, an army of law enforcement 
swarmed onto the Yearning for Zion 
Ranch near Eldorado, Texas.  They left 

with hundreds of people in custody, including 
416 children.  The raid was triggered by a phone 
call, supposedly from a 16-year-old girl who 
said her fifty-year-old-husband was abusing her.  
Now there is some question that the caller was 
even a part of the sect.  The Eldorado ranch was 
the newest compound created by Warren Jeffs, 
the prophet and leader of the Fundamentalist 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, long 
established in Colorado City, Arizona.  Jeffs is in 

prison, serving time as an accomplice to rape by facilitating 
the marriage of a young girl to an old man.
 The raid was reminiscent of what happened in Short Creek, 
Arizona July 26th, 1953.  In that raid the state of Arizona re-
moved hundreds of people from the town known as Short Creek, 
which today is the location of  the towns of Colorado City, Ari-
zona and Hildale, Utah, with a combined population today of 
about 15,000.
 The Short Creek raid was a fiasco,  raising the ire of Ari-



has more than one wife, just not at the same 
time.  Most mainline churches today now em-
brace homosexuality and marriage between 
homosexuals, offering to extend tax and other 
financial benefits to the new “nontraditional” 
marriages.
 But there is one place where the non po-
lygamists of every stripe agree: we agree that 
child abuse and spousal abuse are wrong.  
However, a Waco style invasion complete 
with automatic weapons and personnel carri-
ers was not the right approach to solve that 
problem.

Where did Texas Go Wrong?
What Texas should have done, but did not do, 
is learn from what is happening in and about 
modern Colorado City.  Don’t get me wrong, 
the problems at Colorado City are not solved, 
not by a long shot.  But  at least enough pres-
sure was being brought on that community 
so that its leader, Warren Jeffs, went to the 
trouble of building the compound at Eldorado 
and sending his select leadership there.  He 
doubtless had planned to join his people there 
when he got out of jail. 

 It was getting too hot in Colorado City.  
Things were beginning to close in and Jeffs 
thought Texas would provide a haven.   Texas 
is noted for its protection of individual rights.  
It has the strongest laws protecting homeown-
ers faced with foreclosure, it strongly protects 
the rights of parents to home school, and has a 
liberal regard for the rights of parents to raise 
their children without state interference.
 But the fact is that no responsible person 
is going to stand by and allow child abuse to 
go unchallenged.  It is here that religionists 
and non religionists alike take a united stand.  
Jeff’s people will be no safer in Texas than Ar-
izona or Utah, as the recent raid in Eldorado 
proves.

So What Should Be Done?
 The first thing that should be realized is 
that polygamy is not going to be eradicated in 
America.  Four years ago I wrote a newsletter 
after spending some time among the polyga-
mous communities in Utah (see my newsletter 
“Spying Out Polygamy in Utah,” at www.Be-
yondMormonism.com/spying )  That’s when 
I understood that polygamy was not going 
away.  (See Sidebar excerpt “Colorado City is 
not Going Away)
 Polygamy is an idea—an unimagin-
ably horrible idea—that has taken root in the 
American West.  The anti-polygamy organiza-
tion, Tapestry Against Polygamy, estimates 
100,000 people live in polygamy in the United 
States, the vast majority of them in the West.
 Modern American Polygamy was birthed 
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zona citizens and costing the Governor of 
Arizona his job.  For two years the State 
of Arizona tried to figure out what to do 
with the men (who eventually got pro-
bation) and the women and children. By 

1955 everybody was back home in Short 
Creek.  Nothing changed in the religious 
practice.
 More than likely, nothing is going to 
change in Eldorado.  The most probable 
scenario is that Texas eventually will re-
turn the children to their mothers.  Before long 
all of the families will be reunited and life will 
go on as it has before.  We—the outsiders—
have seemingly learned nothing since 1955.

Were the Children at Eldorado in Dan-
ger?
 Yes! Emphatically!  Should something 
have been done? Yes! Certainly!
 Much, much is wrong within the Funda-
mentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints (Jeff’s group).  Polygamy is the reason 
for the groups existence and polygamy itself is 
wrong. 
 But, even then, we must admit that po-
lygamy is wrong mainly to Bible-believing 
Christians.  It is not generally considered 
wrong to most secularists, anymore than adul-
tery, fornication, and sodomy are wrong.  But 
to us those things are wrong.  To the secular 
world, polygamy is simply at the end of the 
list of sins that modern Americans now toler-
ate.  And, honestly, if we are not going to pros-
ecute those other sexual practices that were 
once jailable offences, how can we prosecute 
polygamy?  Bottom line is, we can’t, we just 
haven’t accepted that yet.
 Polygamists refer to gentiles (everybody 
not part of their group) as “serial polygamists.”  
They point out that the average American man 

Colorado City is 
not Going Away

Leaving Mountain Meadows, I 
drove through the spectacular 

Snow Canyon State Park with the 
Red Mountains to the west.  In St. 
George I swung by the Temple and 
got a lovely shot of a bride on the 
steps of the Temple in full gown.

By the time I got to Hurri-
cane, Utah and headed southwest 
on Highway 59 towards the twin 
towns of Hildale, Utah and Colo-
rado City, Arizona, it was sunset.  
I called my daughter, Jaime on my 
cell phone (she is in South Carolina 
and the scribe who is transcribing 
all of the ancient and modern books 
on polygamy into text for my data-
base).  She said, “I told you not to 
go there after dark!”

And what an experience it was 
to ride into this community of ten 
or more thousands of Mormons in 
the gloaming.  If Custer Battlefield 
and Mountain Meadows has an 
ambiance, then Colorado City was 
fetid.  This was not my first time 
in Warren Jeff’s Empire, but I had 
forgotten the shock.  The only thing 
I can compare it to is crossing the 
border into Tijuana, Mexico.

On this Saturday night, the 
streets were alive with automobiles.  
I can only assume Saturday night in 
Colorado City is a combination of 
socializing and buying last minute 
groceries before the Sabbath.

None of the streets have curbs, 
many are unpaved.  Most of the 
houses are two and three stories 
and dismally unfinished, like the 
unfinished Winchester mansion in 
San Jose, 160 rooms with stairways 
going nowhere.  True, some of the 
homes are mansions, but most are 
big, blocky, breeding pens.

I stuck out like a dude on a 
cattle drive: I was the only guy in 
town with a short-sleeved shirt.  
Thankfully, I had changed from 
my shorts into Levis.  I wandered 
from store to store, buying a bunch 
of grapes, trying to order a piece of 
fried chicken (the girl behind the 
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in the lust of Joseph Smith, founder of Mor-
monism.  Mainline Mormons (The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints) is not cur-
rently practicing polygamy, but it still adheres 

to it as a theological precept.  It is “the New 
and Everlasting Covenant,” an unchanged 
requirement for the Celestial Kingdom and 
godhood within Mormonism, according to 
Mormon Scripture, Section 132 of the Doc-
trine and Covenants.  (See my commentary on 
Section 132 also at www.BeyondMormonism.
com/spying )
 While the mainline Utah Mormon Church 
has chosen to ignore God’s supposed command 
to live the law of polygamy, the fundamental-
ist Mormons have not.  Their very existence 
springs from what they see as a cowardly re-
treat from polygamy by the mainline 
Mormon Church.  One thing is for 
certain, the vast majority of the funda-
mentalists—men and women alike—
believe that God has commanded 
them to live in a system with plural 
wives.  One can argue that the women 
who believe this are brainwashed.  I 
believe they are.   Nevertheless, most 
of them are absolutely convinced that 
they are righteously obeying God’s 
will.  Yes, some of them only remain 
because they are afraid to leave; afraid 
with very good reason. It is true that 
many of the women of polygamy have 
been denied basic educational rights.  
On the other hand, there are some sophisticat-
ed and educated women who publicly defend 
polygamy, saying they love the lifestyle.  They 
think they live in the best possible world.
 Regardless of how they got where they 
are, I do believe it is correct to see these wom-
en as victims.  Very few outsider women join 
polygamous groups.  Men do, of course.  But 
the overwhelming majority of the women of 
polygamy have been deeply indoctrinated into 
The Principle, if not physically coerced into 

counter explained they didn’t have 
anything but six old chicken strips, 
but there were ten people in there eat-
ing chicken.  She also looked at me 
like I was Chubacka.)

I drove over to the large church 
building.  The door was chained and 
padlocked, but looking inside I could 
see a sandwich board which read: 
“No weapons, cell phones, cameras, 
or tape recorders.”

As I crisscrossed the ever-darken-
ing town (maybe 15 thousand people 
live there) I was struck by this thought:  
“This will never change.  Fifty years 
from now Colorado City will be ex-
actly as it is today.”  As accepted as 
an Amish community in Pennsylvania 
or Iowa.

Once the United States Supreme 
Court legalizes gay marriage, polyga-
my will automatically be decriminal-
ized.  Think about it.

Maybe I am wrong.  Maybe Colo-
rado City will no longer be strange at 
all.  Maybe all of Utah will look like 
Colorado City!

it.  In either case, they are correctly seen as 
victims.  They share their husbands with oth-
ers.  It is an obvious truth that men, gener-
ally speaking, do not know how to give one 

woman the love she 
deserves.  How in the 
world can anybody 
think a man would be 
better at caring lov-
ingly for six women?
In a sense, all these 
women have is their 
children.  Tell me, 
then, how ripping 
those children from 
their arms and put-
ting them in foster 
homes will not vic-
timize these women 
further.  I do not 
think separating 416 
children from their 
mothers and siblings 

in a gang-banger raid will prove to be wise.  
Those who raided Short Creek eventually dis-
covered that public opinion judged them very 
harshly.  People hated their tactics more than 
they hated polygamy.

What are the important elements?
We outsiders, we citizens, we fellow children 
of God; what is it we want for the polygamists?  
Some of what we want we can’t have, as I 
previously stated.  We cannot wave a magic 
wand and have these people give up their most 
deeply held values no matter how convinced 

we are that polygamy is wrong and abusive.  
If that society believes that they should live  
isolated from a world they see as corrupt, they 
have that right. 
 Further, I do not see how we can prosecute 
anyone for polygamy per se.  Polygamy is a 
federal crime, but America has lost its moral 
right to prosecute it.  Why do I say that?  Be-
cause we have decided as a nation that “private 
sexual practices” will no longer be prosecuted.  

If we do not prosecute a man for adultery (that 
is having a wife and at the same time having 
relationship with one or more other women) 
then how can we prosecute another man who 
has plural relationships just because he intends 
to commit himself to them for life?
 Polygamy is wrong.  It is evil.  Adultery 
is wrong.  Sodomy is wrong.  But when these 
acts are committed between consenting adults, 
we have clearly decided that we have no inten-
tion of prosecuting them.
 However, we can and will prosecute 
sexual acts that include violence.  Wife abuse, 
child abuse, and rape will be punished.  And 
that is exactly what moved the Texas authori-
ties to storm Yearning for Zion Ranch.  Their 
intentions were noble and their legal position 
was correct—assuming they can make specif-
ic charges of abuse stick, which they doubtless 
can.
 Rape also is defined in a “statutory” way.  
Rape is violent even if physical force is not 
used when an adult pressures a child into sex-
ual relations.  We punish that whether or not 
any claim of polygamy or religious manipula-
tion is made when a child has sex with an adult 
before reaching the legal age of consent.  Note 
also that most states include sexually touching 
or exposing of a child’s genitals is rape when 
that child has not reached the legal age of con-
sent.  In most states, the legal age of consent 



PAGE FOUR

for a female is 16-years-of-age, although it is 
14 in South Carolina and 17 in Texas (recently 
raised, I believe).  In four states the age is 18.  
There is a new legal movement that provides 
a defense against the charge of rape when the 
age differences between the participants are 
small.  Some states now say that if (for exam-
ple) a female of 15 has sexual relations with a 
male of age 17, he may not be guilty of rape.
 Most outside observers agree that rape 
occurs in the polygamous communities we 
are discussing.  We also agree that it must be 
stopped.  However, stopping it is not as easy 
as one might think and the type of raid em-
ployed at Short Creek and Eldorado probably 
will not protect any of the children.  That is the 
irony of it all.

How then should we proceed?
I think we can learn something from what is 
happening around Colorado City, Arizona/
Hildale, Utah.  A loose coalition of aide or-
ganizations is working to end abuse within 
Colorado City as well as other polygamous 
communities in the West.  These groups 
have identified what seems to work and what 
doesn’t.  Again, there are no easy answers, no 
magic bullet, no short term solutions.  These 
informed organizations are in it for the long 
haul.  They have set small goals they think are 
achievable.  Of course they dream of a world 
in which polygamy will not be practiced any 
more.  But they know that world is a long way 
off.  In the shorter term, they hope to influence 
the polygamists in a way which will end the 
most vile of their practices.

Who are the anti polygamists and what 
are their methods.
See the list of Polygamy Links on this page.
 All those actively trying to rescue women 
and children from polygamous groups believe 
that prosecuting the abusers (the men who per-
petuate and practice polygamy) is key to caus-
ing change.  The approaches seem to fall 
into two categories: 1) Providing help and 
services for women and children who are 
willing to escape “The Practice” 2) Politi-
cal, legal, and publicity activism to bring 
pressure against the polygamist commu-
nities.
 Services listed on the Tapestry 
Against Polygamy web site include:
•Counseling
•Legal Services
•Emergency Shelter
•Assistance In Long Term Housing
•Clothing, Household Items and Food
•Health Care
•Transportation
•Education
•Employment
 The Hope Organization states:

How does Tapestry Against Polygamy want 
the anti-polygamy laws enforced?

“We do not advocate raids!
We have seen through history that this is not effective. We do believe, 
however, that an additional charge of bigamy should be added when 
polygamists are charged with other crimes. These other crimes are 
varied and include such charges as tax evasion, welfare fraud, medical 
neglect, incest, etc. This charge of bigamy would also carry a punish-
ment of up to five years in prison. We feel that it may act as a deterrent, 
urging a man to think twice about marrying his 13 year old niece.”

“Let there be no mistake: Passing a marriage amendment to stop gay 
marriages or any other form of marriage including polygamy is putting 
false hopes in a bogus amendment. Polygamy has been illegal for de-
cades while some of the strongest proponents of the marriage amend-
ment are our nation’s gravest enablers of polygamy.”

Polygamy Links

Child Protection Project 
http://www.childpro.org
Flora Jessop is a polygamy
survivor and advocate

http://theHOPEorg.org
a non-profit group dedicated
to assisting survivors of
abuse within polygamous
relationships

Tapestry Against Polygamy
http://www.polygamy.org
One of the earliest
Antipolygamy groups

(My polygamy website)
BeyondMormonism.com/spying

“We are against domestic 
violence and child abuse, 
especially underage mar-
riage; we are not activists 
against polygamy.  Al-
though polygamy is ille-
gal, our purpose is not to 
eliminate it, but to help its 
victims. [Emphasis mine]
 “We will help any-
one who desires to leave 
the environment of po-
lygamy including under-
age brides, women want-
ing to leave, and young 
men (the “Lost Boys”) 
who are cast away like 
unwanted pets.”
 The Hope Organi-
zation, located in Wash-
ington, Utah (near Colorado City) says: they 
are “advocates working to make a difference 
in the lives of the women and boys and girls 
who are often living in intellectual, social and 
physical isolation” by “informing the general 
public about the allegations of physical, psy-
chological, sexual, and financial abuses oc-
curring within the polygamous communities.”  
The organization concludes: “These abuses 
MUST stop; ‘Religion’ is no excuse for com-
mitting child abuse!”

What can you do?
I am amazed at the ignorance I encounter 
among Christians when I address polygamy.  
I am surprised that few people have taken 
the time to think through the horrible conse-
quences of this practice.  Sometimes I hear a 
sentiment like, “Well, if they are adults and 
they want to do this, is it any of our business?”  
Such naive thinking fails to understand that a 
little girl raised in a polygamous group is liter-
ally brainwashed.  If she is not married to (or 
promised to) an old lecher when she is a child, 

by the time she is an adult she 
has no ability to believe she 
has any choice in her mar-
riage partner.  It is beyond the 
purpose of this paper to go 
into the educational abuse, the 
medical abuse, the sociologi-
cal and psychological abuse 
inherent in polygamy.  I do 
hope, however, that this paper 
can serve to encourage folks 
to undertake a study of this 
subject so that they can even-
tually add their own voices 
to the chorus being raised 
against this practice.
 The other mistake is to 
think that somehow we can 
“nuke” the polygamists into 
submission.  When we do the 

Rambo thing, we forget we are talking about 
raiding victims.  And then we want to take the 
children away from their mothers and separate 
them from their siblings.  There must be a bet-
ter way.
 I think Christians should also consider the 
dangerous precedent of a military operation of 
the magnitude of the one in Texas.  True, gath-
ering evidence sufficient to prosecute child 
abuse is difficult, however when the state 
storms the grounds of a religious community, 
it had better be more than a fishing expedi-
tion and the evidence for such a wide-ranging 
search warrant must be higher than an anony-
mous phone call.  As it turns out, the phone 
call may have been bogus, not even initiated 
within the state of Texas!

A final thought
I am also amazed that the mainline Utah 
Church is allowed to get away with claiming 
no responsibility for the practice of polygamy 
in the West.  The Church started it and has 
never renounced it.  The Church says it has 

renounced it, but it has only 
suspended the practice with 
the full knowledge that it 
will be practiced again by 
all Latter-day Saints who 
desire to enter the highest 
levels of heaven.  It is, after 
all, Joseph Smith’s “New 
and Everlasting Covenant.”
 As usual, God calls 
us to wisdom, especially in 
complex situations.  There 
are no easy answers here, 
but that doesn’t mean there 
are no answers!


