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Introduction to the year-2000 edition.

During a meeting | conducted in Medford, Oregon a couple of years ago, a lady came up to
me and asked me if | had ever r&sifle No. 19y Ann-Eliza Young. | had not, but when |

got home | found one on the Internet and ordered it. For two years | worked on transcribing
the text so that it could be printed in this present form and so it could be uploaded onto the
Internet. My daughter, Jaime, worked hundreds of hours in that process.

Ann-Eliza’s story is fresh today, 125 years after she wrote it. It is the story of an insider.
Born in Nauvoo as Brigham Young ascended to the leadership of the Mormon Church, and
being intimate with the events of early Mormonism, she provides an eyewitness account of
early Church history. Her parents were among the earliest devotees of Mormonism and
remained faithful to Brigham Young for decades.

Eventually Brigham married Ann-Eliza, a girl he had bounced on knee when she was a child
living next door to the Young house in Nauvoo.

Her story intimately details life in polygamy up until she could no longer stand the abuses
she saw on every hand in Utah—polygamy, blood atonement, thievery—all under the strong
hand and unmitigated gall of Brigham Young.

The story reads very easily, Ann-Eliza has a free and easy writing style that has survived
remarkably well for more than a century. The reader of this volume will come away with a
new appreciation of what it meant to be a Mormon in Nineteenth Century Utah. In fact,
much insight into Mormonism today shines through this account.

Along with our earlier restoration of M. T. Laml&3olden Bible|] feel this book will con-
tinue to speak for another hundred years should the Lord tarry that long.

James R. Spencer
Boise, Idaho
August, 2000

Additional copies of this book and a list of other materials is available:

Through the Maze Ministries
Box 8656
Boise, ID 83706
800-871-7120
www.mazeministry.com



TO THE
MORMON WIVES OF UTAH.

Dedicate this Book to you, as | consecrate my life¢

I your cause. As long as God gives me life | shall p

and plead for your deliverance from the worse t
Egyptian bondage in which you are held.

Despised, maligned, and wronged; kept in gr

INTRODUCTORY NOTE,
BY

JOHN B. GOUGH.
P to
I INCE Mrs. Young's pleasant visit to us, | have
ha thought much of the important mission to which she
as devoted herself, and | wish to say, and | do it
PRfost cordially, that having been reared and educated in Mor-

ignorance of the great world, its pure creeds, its high &Mgpnism, from her experience and the sufferings she has

its generous motives, you have been made to believe
the noblest nation of the earth was truly represented b
horde of miscreants who drove you from State to Stat
early years, murdering your sons and assassinating
leaders.

Hence, you shrink from those whom God will soon lea
your deliverance, from those to whom | daily present V|
claims to a hearing and liberation, and who listen with
sponsive and sympathetic hearts.

But He will not long permit you to be so wickedly deceivé
nor will the People permit you to be so cruelly enslave
Hope and pray! Come out of the house of bondage! H

hearts beat for you! Open hands will welcome you! Do|ngj,

fear that while God lives you shall suffer uncared for in
wilderness! This Christian realm is not “Babylon,” but TH
PROMISED LAND!

Courage! The night of oppression is nearly end
and the sun of liberty is rising in the heavens for you.

ANN—ELIZAYOUNG.

ured, she is fully competent to expose the whole sys-

/l‘&%, and show to the public the true side of it, as no other
P pérson can or will. | need not assure her of my entire confi-
Y§¥hce in her sincerity and ability to carry out the work to
which she has devoted herself, and the talents God has given
I fRr. | believe she has been called to this mission, and by
OHEr experience and intense sympathy with the sufferings of
'Rer sex, has been wonderfully qualified, and prepared for
the work.
pd; The sympathy of our entire household is with her,
fj_and we earnestly pray that she may be enabled to over-
iB8me all opposition, and that God may give her abundant
ccess, and that the blessing of many ready to perish may
thest upon her.
IBOHN B. GOUGH.

8f\ORCESTER, MASS., July, 1875.




INTRODUCTORY NOTE,

BY

MRS. MARY A. LIVERMORE.

HAVE read the advance sheets of Mrs. Ann-El
I Young's book with painful interest, which has de

ened into disgust and pity. Disgust at the hypocH
brutality, and diabolism of the Mormon leaders; pity
the wasted, joyless, sacrificial lives of the poor women \
immolate themselves on the shrine of Mormonism, in
holy name of Religion.

TO THE WIVES OF BRIGHAM YOUNG.

OULD this book meet your eyes, | wish you most
gistinctly to understand that my quarrel is not with

ou. On the contrary, the warmest and tenderest feel-
ings of my heart are strongly enlisted in your favor. As a
rule, you have been uniformly kind toe.Some of you |
have dearly loved. | have respected and honored you all.
|2dy love and respect have never failed, but have rather in-
epreased with separation. | think of you often with the sin-
isyerest sympathy for your helpless condition, bound to a
dialse religion, and fettered by a despotic system; and | wish
Vir@m the depths of my heart that | could bring you, body
thed soul, out from the cruel bondage, and help you to find
the freedom, rest, and peace which have become so sweet

Born and reared in the midst of these delugleéd me since my eyes have been opened to the light of a true

people, removed from all counteracting influences, it
inevitable that Mrs. Young should accept their beliefs,
be drawn into their practices. And it must have requ
heroic resolution in her to break away from the Morn
Church, even when her vision was unsealed to its ro
ness, knowing as she did that she would be compellg
flee from home, leaving a beloved mother and prec
children in the hands of the enemy. | congratulate he
her complete emancipation, on her reunion with her
loved, whose obvious peril weighed so heavily on her f
and maternal heart, and on the possession of ability to

vaad comforting faith.

and Since | have left Utah, | know that some of you have
rednsured me severely, and have joined in personal denun-
anations. But | know that you are actuated by a mistaken
teeal for the cause which you feel yourselves bound to sus-
edaim. You, no doubt, regard my course with horror. | look
ouson your lives with pity.

I on | have taken the liberty of describing your characters
kend situations. | was not prompted by the slightest animos-
limy toward you, but because the public are interested in you,
givel curious concerning you, and | felt that | could give to

to the world an expos# the Mormon horror, such as it hagshe world a true story of your lives, and, at the same time,

never before received. My sympathies are entirely |
her in the work to which she has consecrated herself.
her awakened conscience, she could not do otherwisg
seek the disintegration of the Utah community, whose fq
dations are laid in the degradation of woman. May
have the largest success compatible with human effor

MARY A. LIVERMORE.
Melrose, Mass. Oct. 1875.

vilo you justice, and let you be seen as you are in my eyes,
Withich are not dimmed by prejudice.
thanl was driven to the course | am pursuing by sheer des-
yreration, as some of you, with whom | have exchanged
sbenfidences, well know. The motives which have been at-
[.tributed to me, and the charges that have been made against
me, are as utterly false and foreign to my nature as dark-
ness is to light. You, at least, should not misjudge me. You
should know me better, and you do. Even your bitter preju-
dice, and your disapprobation of the step | have taken, can-
not make you believe me other than | am. You know that
apostasy from Mormonism does not necessarily degrade a
person, and sink them at once to the lowest depths of in-
famy.

If, as is taught—and as | suppose you believe—I have
lost the light of the gospel, and departed from “the faith




once delivered to the saints,” am | not rather deserving
compassion than your censure? Your own hearts and
sciences must answer that.

The women of Utah should know that | shall vindic
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