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CHAPTER XXXIX.

CHURCH GOVERNMENTL MORMON APOSTLES.
0 THE ORDER OF ENOCH.

Mormon Administratiort] The Earthly Trinity] Filling
Vacancie8l Mormon Apostles] Polygamy made
Profitabled The Seventyl Two-Dollar
Blessingd] Astounding Promised. Bishops and
Spies] The Order of Enochl All things in
Commonld An Apostolic Row How Enoch Workgl A
Stupid Telegranl Logic Extraordinary] A Gigantic
Swindle[d Zion's Co-operative Mercantile
Institutiond Brigham’s Revelation8]l The Saints Laugh
in their Sleeves] “It Pays to be a Mormonll Beginning
to see Through [f] The Apostate President.
A is absolute, he is ostensibl assisted in the adn
tration of church affairs by a large number of

ficers, whose real business it is to see that the Presig
plans are carried out, and his commands obeyed. He
motive power, anc
they are merg
tools in his hands
to be employed a
he see fit.

The “First
Presidency,”
which controls the

whole church, is
supposed to be th

LTHOUGH the power wielded by Brigham Your

tive of the Trinity,
“the Eternal

One,” and consist
of the Presiden
and the First ang
Second Counselors, who are the types on earth of “th
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,” in heaven. Itisn
less to say which rank Brigham assigns to himself.
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578 THE FIRST AND SECOND COUNSELORS.

earthly representa-

plan was followed which raised Brigham to his present
position, the second counselor would have it by right of
seniority; but he general impression is that “Young Briggy”
will be jumped into the
position, and the Saints
will be obliged to re-
ceived him as certain
“successor,” whether
they wish it or not. They
will have less difficulty in
becoming reconciled to 4
the inevitable, since hef
has been for so long a
time persistently thrust
upon the people as the #
“probable successor,”
that they have grown
used to hearing his claims
discussed.

The second counselor is Daniel H. Wells, who is
notoriously one of the most cruel, bigoted, and tyrannical
men in Utah. He, like Smith and Brigham, has the title of
“Prophet, Seer, and Revelator.”

g9 The Prophet Wells served for years as general, or

Oeaiecd & TEITH.
[l mapirlber. §

‘ieb?nmander-in-chief, of the Mormon army; and has ever
bheen Brigham’s right hand man in iniquity, fearlessly dis-

e[5k§'§ing of life and property in the name of the Lord, coun-
Ss@lﬁwg his superior to deeds of blood without number, and
then treating with the most consummate cruelty the very
men who have assisted him in the carrying out of his atro-
cious plans. He is Mayor of Salt Lake City, and stands

P high among the dignitaries of the church, but he rules with

an iron hand, and cruelty and oppression predominate in
all he does.

The “apostles” rank in church affairs next the First
Presidency. There are twelve of them, and Orson Hyde is

e

579 POLYGAMY MADE EASY.

their worthy President. This apostle is a practical polyga-

Godhead, Three i mist, as are all the rest, but he has a convenient way of

P utilizing the system. He marries a cook, a laundress, a seam-
stress, a dairy-maid, or any servant he may happen to need.
l 1t is so much cheaper to marry domestics than to hire them.
> BAder the latter arrangement he would be compelled to pay
2@em for their services, while by the former he is only obli-
gated to give them shelter, food, and clothing. His wives
represent nearly every nationality, and when visitors come
to the house, the first Mrs. Hyde introduces her husband’s
other wives, as “Mr. Hyde's German wife, Mr. Hyde’s En-
lish wife, Mr. Hyde’s Danish wife,” and so on until all are

His first counselor, George A. Smith, has recenthtesented.

died, and it is yet undecided who shall fill his place. It

the He apostatized in 1833, and made some remark-




able revelations concerning Smith’s polygamous practices, The apostles have a general supervision of the Ter-
but he soon found his way back into the church, and| misry. They also go on missions, edit magazines, or take
been one of the mogtcharge of the newly selected “stakes.”

stanch allies of the The working body of male Mormons is divided into
Prophet. He is supfseventy quorums, each having seventy members. Each
posed to have been copguorum has a president, and these constitute the “Seventy.”
nected with some of the These presidents also have a president, who ranks next to
most atrocious murdersthe apostles. This body, the Quorum of Seventies, might
which have been com-with propriety be called the Mormon Missionary Board, as
mitted in Utah. William| they attend to all matters connected with the propagation
Hickman implicated
him most seriously i

his confessions. 581 APROFITABLE BUSINESS.
- Next to him Or-
Bramae H Wiiis son Pratt, who has sixof the faith. The present president is Joseph Young, brother
g oo wives and several chilt to Brigham.
dren, and is by far the most able man in the church. In the year 1834, while the Saints were in Kirtland,

The other apostles are John Taylor, the happy hBsigahm’s father expressed a desire to bless his children
band of six wives; Willard Woodruff, whose kingdom nufrbefore he died, as did the patriarchs of old. On mentioning
bers but four; Charles C. Rich, who has an indefinite nuthe subject to Joseph Smith, he, as usual, had a revelation
ber of wives and fifty children; Lorenzo Snow; Erastubat the Lord wished every father to bless his children, and
Snow, whose kingdom is the size of Woodruff’s ; Franklimat there should be Patriarchs set apart to bless those who
D. Richards, who has five wives of his own, and in agidiad no father in the church. The first Patriarch was “Old
tion Father Smith,” Joseph'’s father, and his business was to bless
all the fatherless who applied to him for blessing. At that
time blessings were free for all who sought them; but when
580 THE SACRED SEVENTIES. the first Patriarch died, and was succeeded by his son
Hyrum, the business became so engrossing that it was
has five “proxies,” who before becoming his wives, hettiought best to charge one dollar for every person blessed.
the less responsible positions of aunts-in-law. On his uncléigum was succeeded by “Uncle John Smith,” his cousin,
and he by William Smith, son of Hyrum. The only neces-
sary qualification for this office is to be a Smith, and in
some way a relative or descendant of the Prophet.

These “blessings” are rather wonderful affairs; they
promise all sorts of things, in a vague, indefinite way, if
only the recipient proves “faithful.” Some are assured “they
shall never taste death, but live until Christ comes, and be
caught up to meet Him in the air;” others are assured that
they are to have the privilege of redeeming their dead so
far back, that there shall not be a broken link in the chain.
Absurd as all this seems, there are hundreds of Saints who
believe the “every worghallbe fulfilled,” as they are some-
times promised unconditionally, and the office of Patriarch
is quite a profitable one, now that the price of blessings has
been advanced to two dollars.

The bishops act at once as ecclesiasts, directors of
death, Richards assumed the earthly care of them fonfamicipal affairs, and judges of probate. Salt Lake City
members of his own family; George Q. Cannon, the Midras twenty-one wards, each of which has a bishop over it.
mon politician, who repudiates polygamy in Washingtpithe entire Territory is also divided into wards, each with
but is one of its most ardent supporters, both theoreti¢ally
and practically, at home, having four wives ant thirtgen
children; Brigham Young, Jr., whose family has already heen 582 THE ORDER OF ENOCH.
described; Joseph F. Smith, who has three wives; and Albert
Carrington, who holds the office of Church Historian. | its governing bishop. Their duty is to settle disputes in the
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church, and to act as general spies and reporters, alik¢ oxgd, he telegraphed to the bishops of the various settle-

Mormons and Gentiles.

ments through which he would pass, informing them what

In the last duty they are assisted by the Ward Teptime he would visit them, and requesting them to call spe-
ers, whose duty it is to visit all the people in their wardial meetings of he residents of their wards before his ar-
report all suspected persons, catechize every one, andrdia}, and read to them the following telegram: “I am com-
cover all heresies, false doctrines, and schisms amongitigenorth, organizing branches of the Order of Enoch; how
people, who are obliged to answer every question whi¢hmiany of you are willing to join the Order without knowing
asked them, reserving nothing. Through these spieg angthing about it?”

informers, and their superiors the bishops, Brigham knpows

all the most private affairs connected with every individ
and this knowledge serves to render more binding his
on this people.

Although the Ward Teachers are subordinate tg
bishops, indeed, are the agents by which the latter do
work, they do not rank next to them. This position is H
by the High Counsel. This body constitutes a sort of ¢

In the little town of Fillmore seventy-five men re-
aponded to the call for a meeting, and, strange as it may
hettbm fifty of those men voted to join the “Order.” They
fully understood that all on becoming members were re-
theired to deed their property to the “Trustee in Trust,” oth-
tiegivise, “Brigham Young, his heirs, executors, and assigns,”
gjet they decided, with full knowledge of this, to make a
pblind investment of all their “worldly gear,” and upon the

of appeals, when the bishops do not give satisfactiopsataval of the religious Autocrat, one half of the remaining

litigants. Appeal may be made from the High Counse
the First Presidency.

In the early days of the church, the duty W
strongly enjoined of consecration all the possessions t
Lord; and this was not to be a figurative, but a real co
cration; in which all the possessions were to be catalo
and consecrated in legal form, and the transaction au
ticated by witnesses. The custodial of this property wa

| iwenty-five accepted the situation, and signed their names
to an agreement binding themselves to obey “Enoch’s” re-
awirements. The following were the unanswerable argu-

D the
nse-
jued
hen-
\stents which Brigham used to secure their conversion: “|

584 A GIGANTIC FRAUD.

be a “Trustee in Trust,” the community into which the faithvant you to understand that the car (meaning Enoch) is

ful Saint thus entered was to be called “The United O

rdetling on. The set time of the Lord has come, and ho man

of Enoch,” and the property was to be held for the beneafin stay its progress. If you do not want to be run over,

of this community.

The Saints did not take kindly to the Order, an
existed in theory merely. Within a year or two Brigh
has been making the most arduous efforts to bring his
lowers into this community, meeting, however, with v
little better success than its founders. When he first
posed its re-establishment, it was decidedly opposed i

583 A SAINTLY QUARREL.

Tabernacle, by the apostles Orson Pratt, John Taylor
George Q. Cannon, and a regular quarrel took place
Prophet and his dissenting followers parting, each wi
firm determination not to yield to the other side. The
week the four went north on a preaching tour, and lab
harmoniously together in the attempt to build up the Or

Whoever joins this community gives all his eart
possessions into the keeping of Brigham Young. His ¢
dren, too, are required to sign away all claim or title to
property; if any are too young to write, the pen is gi
them, and their hands guided by their elders, and the
thus deprived of their rightful patrimony; and in return

jump on, or get out of the way. | do not want a part of your
dproperty, | want it all. If there are any of you who cannot
hiaibide the requirements of the Lord, | do not want you to
fobme near me, or to speak to me. | feel as far above you as
biye heavens are above the earth.”
pro- Those who became members of this branch of
hEmoch worked well, determined to make it a success. All
labored together for the interest of the Order, and were cred-
ited a certain sum, | think fifteen cents an hour. They were
economical, hoping to make the books show a balance in
their favor, after deducting expenses of sustaining their fami-
fesdl. But there were many sinecures, and so much misman-
; dlgement, that after the lapse of one single summer an in-

thvestigation of affairs became necessary, and the fact be-

esame known that their divinely directed labors had not paid
pDthd running expenses of the institution. Many who had
dexpected that the records would exhibit a balance in their
nlfavor, awoke to the disagreeable fact that they, as copart-
hikers in the United Order, the grand scheme that was to rec-
tbacile “the irrepressible conflict between capital and la-
door,” must discount the sum stipulated as payment for their
y seevices. And they are at present in debt for the common-
farst necessaries of life consumed during their short-lived

all this, the family is to be furnished with what food gnexperiment.

clothing the officers think they require.
As Brigham and his co-workers journeyed not

A similar condition of affairs exists wherever this
tligantic swindle has been in operation. And while Brigham




has been gloating over his ill-gotten gains, he has b
these poor victims more firmly to himself by the terri
bondage of debt. The wildest dissatisfaction exists, a
nearly every county the Order may be regarded as ¢
and beyond even the power of Brigham Young to rest

The Tithing System is a direct outgrowth
“Enoch.”

585 MORMON TITHING.

When Joseph saw that the people did not take kindly t

community plan, he found it necessary to adopt some ¢t

means of raising a permanent fund for the church, anc
son Pratt proposed that every member should every yg

Mumuos TiTiisG GToEE AND OFFicl of Dasssar Now

obliged to pay one tenth of his income, out of which
church should be supported. This plan met with the

|

lﬂ?)(élr, a basket of potatoes, or a quart of molasses. Let the
! ay be ever so cold or stormy, there she must wait, until the
I@;ks see fit to attend to her wants.
ad, Everything is received here in payment for tithing:
)rﬁay, grain, vegetables, butter, cheese, wool, or any other
0I)roduct. If a man has not money, he must give one tenth of
what he has. It matters little whether he can afford it; the
church demands it, and “the church” gets it.

The nearest approach to the practical realization of
the Order of Enoch was what is called Zion’s Co-operative

Mercantile Institution. This was a great commercial cor-
Station, engaged in buying and selling the produce of the
85ple, and supplying them with every kind of merchan-
i§e needed in a new country. The stock was held by the

%ggple of the Territory, and branches of the parent concern
were scattered throughout all the leading settlements; so
that all the commercial exchanges of the country might be
made through this establishment. It was designed to de-
stroy the business of Gentile merchants in Zion, and ac-
cordingly all were commanded to patronize it; but the
completion of the Pacific Railroad, and the influx of Gen-
tiles, came to the relief of the proscribed merchants; their
goods, too, were of a better class, and there was a greater
opportunity for selection, so that Mormon and Gentiles alike
patronized them; and at the present time, while the Co-op-
erative institution seems tottering to its fall, in spite of the
frantic attempts of Brigham and his assistants to prop it up
and make it secure, the Gentile houses are rapidly gaining
in wealth and credit.

Most of Brigham's “revelations” have met with
about the same degree of success in their attempted carry-
ing out. His project of making silk, and another equally

tr\}ﬁld scheme of producing sugar from beet-roots, were gi-

e

D

) X ) antic failures,
proval of the officers, and it has been continued ever sw%%.

Every town has its tithing-house, which is in cha
of the local bishop. He takes charge of all the goods
are brought in, usually paying himself a handsome ¢
mission, and sees, when any quantity has been gath
that it is transported to the large tithing-house in Salt L
City.

This tithing-house is under the direct control
Brigham Young, and he, his counselors and clerks, |
the first choice of all the goods that are brought in; the
maining stores are dealt out as payment to the poor
who are employed by Brigham as laborers. | have see
tithing-

586 THE CO-OPERATIVE “REVELATION.”

store besieged by a crowd of tired, care-worn women, Wi

of these men, waiting for their turn to be served. So
times a poor woman will stand all day waiting for a sac

f'ge
that
om-

587 MORE INSPIRATIONS.

;é@ﬂough he will not acknowledge it. Two more of his “in-
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spirations” are kept in the minds of the Saints, by beinpy so
constantly before their eyes. The unfinished mud wall,
which was to protect the city from invasion, and the|di-
vinely projected canal, which was to bring the stone folthe
new Temple from the quarries to Salt Lake City, and which
Brigham announced that he had seen just as distinctly in a
“vision” as he “ever should with his natural eyes.” Alafge
amount of money, and a great deal of hard labor wa$ ex-
pended on these enterprises; all of which his a total Igss.
Brigham is shrewd enough to see the “revelatipn”
is not one of his strong points, and he rarely attempts it;
less frequently now than formerly, even. The catch-wdrds,
“Thus saith the Lord,” are not nearly so potent as they Wwere
before the Saints came so much in contact with the Ggntile
world, and unconsciously lost some of their superstitjon.
They do not openly laugh at Brigham’s prophecies, but a
few of the more honest and far-seeing venture to

588 INTELLIGENT MORMONS.

criticize him very quietly, although they submit to his ryle,
and are seemingly good Saints as ever. They are not feady
to apostatize; their interests and associations bind thgm to
the church, and they do not wish to leave it. Some clirg to
it, like George Q. Cannon, through ambition; for that yoling
apostle dares to cast his eyes toward Brigham’s position,
and has expressed the belief that he might ultimately|suc-
ceed him. Others, like Orson Pratt, are so closely idgnti-
fied with it, that they cannot and would not cut themselves
adrift from it. The church is their life, and they will onlly

to be a Mormon. But when once the present ruler is tgken,
they will have nothing to hold them, and they will do openly
what they have long since done in their hearts—repudliate
Mormonism, and all its superstitions and practices. Apd |
am morally certain that the first one to take advantage of
his newly-obtained liberty will be John W. Young, who eyen
now known as “the Prophet's Apostate Son,” and who jyet,
in spite of his apostasy, holds the position of “Presidemnt of
the Salt Lake State of Zion,” with the rank of bishop.




